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New York sues billionaire family behind maker of OxyContin

By MICHAEL R. SISAK and %
-1

JENNIFER PELTZ ‘;'- -
Associated Press - ' .
NEW YORK (AP) — New York ' _ _—
is suing the billionaire family '
behind the company that
created OxyContin, joining
a growing list of state and
local governments seeking
to hold not only the firm but
its owners accountable for
the nation's opioid crisis.
The state, which averages
nine opioid-related deaths
per day, on Thursday ex-
panded an existing lawsuit

against pill maker Purdue PURDUE PHARMA == fUE PHARMA s
Pharmatq add members pf . ' . L SACKLER FAMS

its controlling Sackler family : -

as defendants. Five other : oy
companies that produce - * _WCONTW e -
opioid painkillers and four \lmn.an;ns L
drug distributors, which buy I g [i8
medications in bulk and sell 3 M-_'-SACKLEHFA"N

them to pharmacies, were
also added as defendants.
"This is an extensive lawsuit
that leaves no stone un-
turned," New York Attorney
General Letitia James, a
Democrat, said at a news

In this Aug. 17, 2018 file photo, family and friends who have lost loved ones to OxyContin and opioid overdoses leave pill bottles in
Cor)ference. protest outside the headquarters of Purdue Pharma, which is owned by the Sackler family, in Stamford, Conn.
While other states and lo- Associated Press

calities have filed similar

suits, New York is taking ing and distributing painkil- facturers collaborated to of skirting systems meant tem to evade the caps, the
some novel approaches, ersin New York unless they falsely deny the serious risks to limit orders for painkillers. lawsuit alleges.

such as seeking to bar the abide by strict safeguards.  of opioid addiction, and it Distributors even helped

companies from market- The suit claims drug manu- accuses drug distributors pharmacies game the sys- Continued on Next Page
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But at the heart of the case
are Purdue and the Sack-
lers, whom James called
“the masterminds behind
this crisis."

The suit, like others filed
elsewhere, alleges aggres-
sive marketing of OxyCon-
tin beginning in the mid-
1990s led to massive over-
prescribing and a scourge
of dependency, addiction
and death. Once the pills
ran out, the lawsuit alleges,
many patients craving the
same effects turned to
cheaper, more potent al-
ternatives: heroin and fen-
tanyl.

Representatives for Purdue
and Sackler family mem-
bers said the suit mislead-
ingly blames them for a
problem that's far bigger
than OxyContin.

"The state is seeking to pub-
licly vilify Purdue" and the
Sacklers with ill-supported
claims about a drug that
currently accounts for un-
der 2 percent of all opioid
prescriptions, the Stamford,
Connecticut-based com-
pany said in a statement.
The Sacklerrelativesnamed
in the suit — all former Pur-
due board members who
remain shareholders —
said in a statement issued

through a spokeswoman
that they "have always act-
ed properly."

They and the company said
they would fight the new
allegations, which come
two days after Purdue and
the Sacklers agreed to pay
$270 million to the state of
Oklahoma to settle an opi-
oid lawsuit there. In settling
the case, Purdue denied
any wrongdoing.

It was the first settlement
in a recent wave of nearly
2,000 lawsuits that the com-
pany says could push it into
bankruptcy. New York, in its
lawsuit, accused the Sack-
lers of pulling hundreds of
millions of dollars from the
company because of po-
tentially costly litigation.
James, the New York at-
torney general, said she
was open to settlement
talks but hadn't been ap-
proached. In addition to
potentially banning the
companies from selling
the drugs, her lawsuit seeks
penalties and damages
that could add up to tens
of millions of dollars and a
dedicated fund to curb the
opioid epidemic.

Since 2013, opioid-related
deaths statewide have
more than doubled, and
there's been a 30-fold in-
crease in fentanyl-related

R

==t :

In this Aug. 17, 2018 file photo, family and friends who have lost loved ones to OxyContin and opi-
oid overdoses protest outside Purdue Pharma headquarters in Stamford, Conn.

deaths in New York City,
according to the lawsuit. It
accuses the companies of
deliberately betraying their
duties under state drug
laws "in order to profiteer
from the plague they knew
would be unleashed."

New Yorker Justin San-
george says he experi-
enced that plague first-
hand after having a dental
procedure, getting an opi-
oid prescription and be-
coming addicted.

" couldn't believe how
readily available pharma-
ceutical drugs were," said
the social worker, who has
gotten treatment, is now
recovering and spoke at
a news conference with
James.

"We hold accountable
drug dealers, drug traffick-
ers, | know, but the phar-
maceutical companies
hide behind this legitimate
enterprise, and as far as
I'm concerned, are just as
guilty as a drug trafficker or
a drug cartel," Sangeorge
said. The suit accuses Pur-
due in particular of down-
playing addiction risks and
pushing doctors to increase
dosages even as the dan-
gers became known, the
lawsuit said. Some of the
company's marketing tac-
tics included hiring a re-
spected New York City
doctor to tout the drug and

sending representatives on
more than a milion sales
visits to doctors' offices, the
lawsuit said.

Richard Sackler, then senior
vice president responsible
for sales, proudly told the
audience at an OxyContin
launch party in 1996 that it
would create a "blizzard of
prescriptions that will bury
the competition," the law-
suit said.

Purdue and the Sacklers
have said they're com-
mitted to trying to stem
opioid addiction, includ-
ing through the Oklahoma
settlement. It includes $75
million from the Sacklers,
though they weren't per-
sonally sued in that case.
Nearly $200 milion of the
money will go toward es-
tablishing a National Cen-
ter for Addiction Studies
and Treatment at Oklaho-
ma State University in Tulsa.
The Sacklers have given
tens of millions of dollars to
New York City cultural insti-
tutions. Several members of
the family own multimillion-
dollar Manhattan apart-
ments. One has a $5 million
Long Island estate.

In the past few weeks, as
the accusations against
the family have mounted,
the Tate museums in Lon-
don and the Guggenheim
Museum in New York have
cut ties with the family,

Associated Press

and other institutions have
come under pressure to
turn down donations or re-
move the Sackler name.
The other defendants in
New York's lawsuit are:
Johnson &amp; Johnson
and Janssen Pharmaceu-
ticals; U.K.-based Mallinck-
rodt plc, which has an opi-
oid manufacturing plant in
Hobart, New York; Dublin-
based Endo and Allergan;
Israeli pharmaceutical
company Teva and the
drug distributors McKesson,
AmerisourceBergen, Cardi-
nal Health and Rochester
Drug Cooperative Inc.
Endo said in a statement
that it denies the allega-
tions in the lawsuit and in-
tends to vigorously defend
itself. Cardinal Health said
it has a "rigorous system"
to track pharmacy orders
and has stopped suspi-
cious orders for hundreds
of millions of painkiller pills
over the last decade. In
a statement, the Dublin,
Ohio-based company
said: "Our people operate
in good faith, and our goal
is to get it right." McKesson
had no specific response to
the New York suit but said it
has "strong programs" to try
to prevent opioid abuse.
The other companies de-
clined comment or did not
immediately respond to re-
quests for it..]
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Billionaire's climate-change fight includes Wyoming research

By MEAD GRUVER
CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP) — A
British billionaire who's a ma-
jor contributor to environ-
mental causes, including
fighting climate change,
will fund carbon-capture
research in Wyoming, the
top U.S. coal-mining state.
Wyoming Gov. Mark Gor-
don and Carbontech
Labs announced Thursday
they're providing $1.25 mil-
lion to help researchers find
ways to turn greenhouse-
gas emissions from coal-
fred power plants into
products that can be sold
for a profit.

"One of the opportunities
here, from a policy stand-
point | think, is what is really,
truly going to remove car-
bon from our atmosphere?"
said Gordon, a Republican.
Carbontech Labs, a re-
search accelerator cre-
ated by Oakland, Cal-
ifornia-based nonprofit
Carbon180, will provide $1
million. Wyoming is contrib-
uting $250,000.

Carbon180 got the $1 mil-
lion from a trust started by
Jeremy Grantham, who
built his wealth as an inves-
tor and co-founded the
Boston-based investment
firm Grantham Mayo Van
Otterloo. The Jeremy and
Hannelore Grantham En-
vironmental Trust reported
almost $200 million in assets
to the IRS in 2016.

Those funded through the
Wyoming program will test
their carbon-capture pro-
posals at a coal-fired pow-
er plant in the Powder River
Basin, the top coal-produc-
ing region in the U.S. and
home to several enormous
open-pit coal mines.

The initiative links two men
who have very different
ways of talking about cli-
mate change.

"Fossil fuels will either run
out, destroy the planet,
or both. The only possible
way to avoid this outcome
is rapid and complete de-
carbonization of our econ-
omy. Needless to say, this is

an extremely difficult thing
to pull off," Grantham said
in a speech last June at
the Morningstar Investment
Conference in Chicago.
Grantham said he is "all in"
on climate change and
toxic environmental dam-
age and has 98 percent of
his net worth in two foun-
dations dedicated to those
causes. A person who an-
swered the phone at the
Jeremy and Hannelore
Grantham Environmental
Trust said the trust would
not comment on the Wyo-
ming announcement.
Gordon, meanwhile, has
been less than strident
on the issue of fossil fuels
and climate change. He
declined to answer Thurs-
day whether he thought
climate change was hu-
man-caused and an ur-
gent problem, though he
acknowledged seeing its
signs.

"I have been a mountain-
eer all my life. | have seen
glaciers in our mountains

In this July 27, 2018, file photo, the Dave Johnson coal-fired
power plant is silhouetted against the morning sun in Glenrock,
Wyo.

that have started to
cede," Gordon said.

Revenue from Wyoming's
coal, oil and natural gas
industries provide a huge
share of the state budget
— over half in some yeatrs.
Lately wavering revenue
from fossil-fuel extraction,
especially coal, has forced
state officials to make ma-
jor cuts and reconsider

re-

Associated Press

where the state gets its
money.

That in mind, state officials
have been keen to secure
a viable future for its coal
industry roiled by several re-
cent, major bankruptcies.
Wyoming contributed $15
million to build a carbon-
capture test facility at Basin
Electric's Dry Fork Station
near Gillette.
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Dems demand Mueller's full 300 pages, mock 'scaredy-cat' GOP

By LISA MASCARO, LAURIE
KELLMAN and MARY CLARE
JALONICK

WASHINGTON (AP) — Spe-
cial counsel Robert Muel-
ler's Trump-Russia report is
more than 300 pages long,
it was revealed Thursday,
sparking fresh criticism from
Democrats arguing that
Attorney General Wiliam
Barr's four-page summary
was gravely inadequate
and the full findings must
be quickly released.

House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi called Barr's synop-
sis that cleared President
Donald Trump of cam-
paign collusion with Russia

and criminal obstruction of
the federal probe "conde-
scending" and "arrogant."
"Mr. Attorney General, we
do not need your interpre-
tation," Pelosi said Thursday.
"Show us the report and
we'll come to our own con-
clusions." She mocked the
administration and Repub-
licans as "scaredy-cats."
The length of Mueller's con-
fidential report makes clear
that there are substantially
more details he and his
team have documented in
their investigation than Barr
disclosed to Congress and
the public in his summary.
The volume of pages was

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi heaps scorn on Attorney Gener-
al William Barr, saying his letter about special counsel Robert
Mueller's report was "condescending," after Barr concluded
there was no evidence that President Donald Trump's campaign
"conspired or coordinated" with the Russian government to in-
fluence the 2016 election, during a news conference on Capitol
Hill in Washington, Thursday, March 28, 2019.

Associated Press

described Thursday by a
Justice Department official
and another person famil-
iar with the document.

The Justice Department of-
ficial said Barr discussed the
length of the report during
a phone call Wednesday
with House Judiciary Com-
mittee Chairman Rep. Jer-
rold Nadler.

Both the department of-
ficial and the other person
spoke on condition of ano-
nymity to discuss the confi-
dential report.

Barr has been at work go-
ing through the document
as the battle is intensifying
over if and when he will
release the complete re-
port and its underlying evi-
dence amid Democratic
concerns that what has
been made public so far
was tilted in Trump's favor.
Barr has said he'll release
at least a partial version in
April and also told Nadler
he would agree to testify
before his committee.

As that battle brews, House
Democrats barreled ahead
with their oversight of the

Trump administration, and
Trump resumed his attack
on Rep. Adam Schiff, D-
Calif., just as the chairman
of the intelligence commit-
tee was about to gavel the
panel into session.
"Congressman Adam
Schiff, who spent two years
knowingly and unlawfully
lying and leaking, should
be forced to resign from
Congress!" Trump tweeted
early Thursday.
Republicans picking up on
Trump's complaints formal-
ized their demand that
Schiff resign as chairman of
the intelligence panel over
his comments that there
was significant evidence
the president and his as-
sociates conspired with
Russia. "We have no faith
in your ability to discharge
your responsibilities” in line
with the Constitution, the
Republicans wrote to Schiff
in a missive they read aloud
at the hearing.
Republicans pointed to
Barr's synopsis, released
Sunday, that said Muel-
ler's probe didn't find that
Trump's campaign "con-
spired or coordinated" with
the Russian government to
infuence the 2016 presi-
dential election.

Schiff stood by his remarks,
listing the meetings those
in Trump's circle had with
Russians. He noted Trump's
pursuit of a deal to build a
Trump Tower in Moscow.
"There is a different word
for that than collusion, and
its called compromise,"
Schiff said, as he opened
the session. The hearing
was called to provide an
overview on how Russia in
the past has blackmailed
Americans.]
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Taxpayers are asked to support falcons, fight pigeon poop

By BOB SALSBERG

BOSTON (AP) — Along with
all the usual declarations
and deductions, Massa-
chusetts residents have
been asked to keep some-
thing else in mind this tax
season: pigeon droppings.
In an unusual and at times
stomach-turning appeal,
the state agency Mass-
Wildlife proposed that one
way to fight back against
the sticky messes befouling
cars and damaging bridg-
es is for taxpayers to check
a box on their tax forms to
support the state's endan-
gered species program.
How so? Peregrine falcons
are among the program's
beneficiaries, and they
prey on pigeons.

"Hate pigeon poop? Save
peregrine falcons,” begins
the message on the agen-
cy's website and in a re-
cent newsletter. It goes on
to picture a typical motor-
ist driving home from work
over one of the state's ma-
jor bridges.

"You're thinking about din-
ner as you wait in traffic
when — PLOP! — some-
thing white and black falls
onto your windshield," the
post continues.

Next comes a scientific
breakdown of the bird
droppings that includes an
explanation — for inquiring
minds that need to know
— of the precise difference
between the dark and
white portions.

And then, lest the reader
believe it's all no more
than a yucky nuisance,
this warning: "This paste-
like substance is so acidic
and corrosive, that it can
damage your car's paint
job. And you guessed it,
groups of birds all going to
the bathroom in the same
place can make man-
made structures like bridg-
es deteriorate faster."

Enter the peregrine falcon,
a magnificent predator

that can attain speeds of
240 mph (385 kmh) in high-
elevation dives, no match
for the slower and less agile
pigeon, which just so hap-
pens to be one of the per-
egrine’'s favorite feasts.
Peregrine falcons disap-
peared from Massachu-
setts in the mid-1950s
and soon after the entire
eastern U.S., their demise
largely blamed on the pes-
ticide DDT, according to
the state's Natural Heritage
and Endangered Species
Program.

After the chemical was
banned, efforts picked up
to reintroduce the raptor,
sometimes confused with
more common varieties of
hawk.

To the surprise of some or-
nithologists, many of the
newcomers eschewed
their former rural habitats
and became city dwell-
ers. Instead of on cliffs, they
began nesting on tall build-
ing ledges and bridges in
urban areas where food
sources — pigeons, espe-
cially — were more plenti-
ful.

To help the falcons along,
state officials and volun-
teers placed nesting boxes
in strategic locations such
as the Custom House Tow-
er in Boston, the 28-story
W.E.B. Du Bois Library at the
University of Massachusetts-
Amherst and the heavily
traveled Tobin Bridge span-
ning the Mystic River.
"Falcon cams" were even
installed to offer a continu-
ous livestream of peregrine
comings and goings.

The restoration effort is par-
tially funded by voluntarily
donations from taxpayers,
who can choose to contrib-
ute to "endangered wildlife
conservation" on their state
returns. The money supports
more than 400 threatened
or endangered plants and
animals, from bog turtles
to timber rattlesnakes, but

In this March 13, 2018 file photo, pigeons sit on a fence at Hancock Shaker Village, in Pittsfield,

Mass.

the peregrine falcon is eas-
ily among the most "charis-
matic,” said David Paulson,
senior endangered species
biologist for MassWildlife.
Contributions to the fund
have been increasing but
remain well below lev-
els needed, according
to state officials and wild-
life experts. About 23,000
taxpayers gave $312,000
through the tax check-off
in 2017, the last full year for
which figures were avail-
able, compared with the
$178,000 provided by ap-
proximately 18,000 taxpay-
ersin 2013.

It's not just bird lovers and
conservationists embracing
the slow but steady revival
of the peregrine falcons.
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State transportation en-
gineers have noticed a
reduction in the pigeon
population on bridges with
nesting falcons, officials
said. Fewer pigeons means
less waste building up on
bridge surfaces, rusting the
steel and increasing the
costs for maintenance and
bridge replacement.

"It's almost like a symbiotic
relationship,” Paulson said.
"The structure provides the

Associated Press

habitat, and the falcons
kind of provide the pest
management, for lack of a
better term."

Officials hope drivers when
completing their tax forms
will also see the peregrine
as a feathered friend that
can make an unwanted
splattering a bit less likely.
The falcons "are never go-
ing to eliminate (pigeons),
but they can help to man-
age them," Paulson said. [
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Californiajustice calls death penalty system dysfunctional

By SUDHIN THANAWALA
Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) —
The death penalty system
in the nation's most popu-
lous state is dysfunctional
and expensive, and a bal-
lot measure approved by
voters to speed up execu-
tions will not make it work-
able, a California Supreme
Court justice said Thursday
in an unusual opinion that
added to a renewed de-
bate about capital punish-
ment.

Associate Justice Goodwin
Liu made the comments
two weeks after Demo-
cratic Gov. Gavin Newsom
placed a moratorium on
executions and said he is
advocating for the repeal
of capital punishment in
California.

Liu said he was not express-
ing any view on the moral-
ity or constitutionality of the
death penalty and would
continue to uphold capital
sentences when required
by law. He joined the rest of
the justices to unanimously
affirm the death sentence
of Thomas Potts, who was
convicted of kiling an el-
derly couple in 1997.

But in a separate opinion
in that case, Liu expressed
concerns about the death
penalty system in California
and Proposition 66, a 2016
ballot measure that aimed
to remove regulatory hur-
dles to executions.

Voters narrowly approved
the measure while reject-
ing a competing effort to
ban the death penalty.
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The state Supreme Court
upheld Proposition 66 in
2017, including Liu, who ex-
pressed some concerns in
that decision but went fur-
ther in his new opinion.

The measure did not enact
the "key reforms that lead-
ing authorities consider fun-
damental to a workable
death penalty system," Liu
wrote in Thursday's opinion,
which Associate Justice
Mariano Florentino-Cuellar

joined.
Former Democratic Gov.
Jerry Brown appointed

both justices.

The measure did not re-
duce the backup of direct
death penalty appeals at
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In this Jan. 13, 2017 file photo California Supreme Court Associate Justice Goodwin Liu pauses in
his office in San Francisco.

the state Supreme Court or
provide additional resourc-
es to appoint qualified at-
torneys for inmates or allow
courts to expedite capital
cases, Liu said.

Its promise that death pen-
alty cases would be com-
pletely settled in the courts
in five years was "more than
the system can deliver," he
said.

Without additional funding
for the court system, the
measure cannot reach its
goals, Liu said.

He added that "the promise
of justice in our death pen-
alty system is a promise that
California has been unable
to keep" and a discussion

-
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on the effectiveness and
cost of capital punishment
was overdue.

Opponents say Proposi-
tion 66 does address the
bottleneck of death pen-
alty cases at the state Su-
preme Court by moving a
big chunk of them to lower
courts.

Kent Scheidegger, legal
director of the Criminal
Justice Legal Foundation,
which has been fighting to
force the state to resume
executions, also disputed
Liu's claim that the measure
required additional fund-

ing.
"The notion that massive
additional resources are

the answer is a fabrication
of the opponents created
to bolster their argument
that we should repeal the
death penalty because it
costs too much," he said in
an email.

California has the nation's
largest death row, with 737
inmates. Only 13 people
have been executed since
1978 — the last in 2006.
Condemned inmates are
more likely to die of old
age during decades of ap-
peals.

Newsom praised Liu's opin-
ion in a statement Thurs-
day. When he signed the
moratorium this month, the
governor said the death
penalty is applied unevenly
and that innocent people
can find themselves on
death row.

He said he also may com-

mute death sentences
and is pushing to ban
capital punishment. Fel-

low Democratic lawmakers
introduced a ballot mea-
sure that would repeal the
death penalty next year.
Critics, including President
Donald Trump, accused
Newsom of usurping voters'
will. Some said his decision
could face legal challeng-
es. In a poll released Thurs-
day by the Public Policy
Institute of California, just
38 percent of likely voters
favored the death pen-
alty when asked whether
someone convicted of first-
degree murder should get
a death sentence or life in
prison with no possibility of
parole.]

Sticky fingers: Syrup maker says 140 sap buckets were stolen

By LISA RATHKE

Associated Press

ST. ALBANS, Vt. (AP) — One
Vermont maple syrup mak-
er's season isn't so sweet af-
ter 140 of his sap-collecting
buckets were stolen off ma-
ple trees.

The thief or thieves struck
twice at two different spots
along a road in the north-
western part of the state,
making off with the steel
buckets, according to Fred
Hopkins, of St. Albans.

The first time, there was no
sap flowing yet, but the
second time the perpetra-
tors dumped out the liquid.

All that was left behind was
the clear, frozen sap on the
ground.

"We kind of think it's some-
one who needed extra
buckets because they're
not worth anything in the
junkyard," said Hopkins, 70,
who says they can be had
for between $1 and $10.
After hearing media reports
about the heists, a couple
in a nearby town offered
to lend Hopkins steel buck-
ets. They stopped by earlier
this week, along with the
police officer investigating
the crime, to help Hopkins
install 45 buckets.

St. Albans Police Cpl. Keith
McMahon said he hears
of things being stolen all
the time, including lawn
equipment and even farm
equipment, but never sap
buckets and twice at that.
"It didn't sit well with me to
begin with," he said Thurs-
day, "but it made it even
worse" that the theft hap-
pened twice.

Hopkins and his wife Mau-
reen Lake have also heard
from the county maple
syrup makers association,
a maple equipment dealer
and another maple syrup
maker offering help.]
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In this Wednesday, March 27, 2019 photo, maple syrup maker
Fred Hopkins, left, and his wife Maureen Lake stand next to sap-
collecting buckets in St. Albans, Vt., lent to him after 140 of his

buckets were stolen off trees.

Associated Press
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Seattle bus driver shot In
torso gets passengers to safety

By LISA BAUMANN and
GENE JOHNSON
Associated Press

SEATTLE (AP) — A bus driver
hailed as a hero for steer-
ing his bus away from a
gunman who opened fire
in Seattle on him and his
passengers says he was just
doing his job but is "glad to
be alive."

Eric Stark was hit in the torso
by a bullet but authorities
have said he still managed
to turn the bus around and
drive his passengers to safe-
ty from the gunman walk-
ing in a neighborhood who
went on to kill two men, ap-
parently at random, before
he was taken into custody
Stark ,53, "saved lives and
took action even after be-
ing harmed," said Seattle
Mayor Jenny Durkin.

But Stark, recovering Thurs-
day in a hospital, told ABC's
"Good Morning America"
Thursday "it's what any oth-
er driver would be able to
do if they were physically
able,"

The events unfolded at
about 4 p.m. Wednes-
day in Seattle's Lake City
neighborhood, when the
gunman walked up to a
56-year-old female driver,
shooting and wounding
her. The man, who po-
lice had still not identified
Thursday, then walked on
and fired at the bus, hitting
Stark, authorities said.

"| ducked down really quick
for some cover, did like a
two-second assessment of
my injuries and figured —
well, | can breathe, | can
think, | can see, and | can
talk," Stark said from his hos-
pital room. "So for me that
was enough to go, 'OK,
we're getting out of here.
I've gotta get these people
out of here."

The gunman, identified
in jail records as Tad Mi-

The donkeys

chael Norman, then ap-
proached a second motor-
ist and opened fire, kiling a
50-year-old man, accord-
ing to police. After officers
arrived, the suspect fled
in that victim's vehicle. He
drove a few blocks and
then collided with another
car, kiling the 70-year-old
male driver, fire depart-
ment officials said.

Norman, 33, was taken into
custody after a brief stand-
off, police said. King Coun-
ty Jail records showed he
was booked on investiga-
tion of homicide, robbery
and assault Thursday after
his release from a hospital
for treatment of what were
characterized as minor in-
juries.

Witness John Barrett told
the KOMO television sta-
tion that he was in his ga-
rage when he heard what
sounded like fire crackers.
He went outside and saw
a man with a gun pointing
it at people as he walked
down a street "just firing at
anything just without any
regard.”

None of the passengers
aboard the bus driven by
Stark were hurt, the King
County Metro Transit agen-
cy said.

Stark managed to get off
the bus and walk to a gur-
ney so paramedics could
take him to the hospital,
said Kenneth Price, presi-
dent of Amalgamated
Transit Union Local 587,
which represents drivers.
Stark has worked for the
transit agency seven years
and "acted heroically in the
face of extreme adversity
to protect his passengers,"
said King County Execu-
tive Dow Constantine said
has worked for King County
Metro for seven years.
Stark, the woman who was
shot and the suspect were
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taken to Seattle's Harbor-
view Medical Center. None
suffered life-threatening in-
juries, said hospital spokes-
woman Susan Gregg.

"Our thoughts now are with
families of those killed and
those injured," said Durkan.
"The entire city of Seattle is
pulling for them."

Several bullet holes can be seen in the driver's side window of a
Metro Bus on Northeast 125th Street, between 32nd and 33rd Av-
enues Northeast after a shooting in Seattle, Wednesday March

27, 2019.
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UN council adopts resolution to combat terrorist financing

By EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The
U.N. Security Council unani-
mously adopted a reso-
lution Thursday aimed at
strengthening global efforts
to combat the numerous
and new ways that terror-
ist groups like al-Qaida and
the Islamic State raise funds
to finance their operations.
The French-drafted resolu-
tion orders all countries to
ensure that their domestic
laws are sufficient to pros-
ecute and penalize those
responsible for directly or
indirectly financing "terrorist
organizations or individual
terrorists for any purpose."

It also demands that the
U.N.'s 193 member states
ensure that all measures
they take to combat ter-
rorism and its financing
comply with international
humanitarian, human rights
and refugee law — a mea-
sure sought by aid, rights
and refugee organizations
concerned that counter-
terrorism laws can restrict
their activities.

The Security Council has
addressed terrorist financ-
ing in resolutions since the
Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist at-

-
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Jean-Yves Le Drian, United Nations Security Council president, speaks at the UN headquarters
about threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts, Thursday, March 28,

20109.

tacks on the United States,
but this is the first to focus
solely on the issue and ad-
dress the new methods
extremist groups and their
affiliates have adopted to
raise money.

U.N. counter-terrorism
chief Vladimir Voronkov
told the council in a video
statement from Rome that

oy o 2
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the resolution's adoption
"comes at a critical time."

"Recent attacks around
the world demonstrate that
financial flows continue
to reach terrorist groups
from both illegal and legal
means," he said. "A con-
certed effort to redouble
the world's attention on
stopping the financing of
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terrorism is therefore a vital
topic."

France's Foreign Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian, who
presided over the meeting,
said after the vote: "The
challenge is very great. Our
determination has to be
equally great."

"We have to tackle the evil
at the root and intensify our
efforts in order to isolate
terrorism by drying up their
sources of financing," he
said.

Le Drian said terrorist
groups such as the Islam-
ic State may have been

chased from their territory,
"but they have learned to
inhabit new virtual financial
spaces where they exploit
new technologies."

"They know how to amass
funds by opening online
pools,” he added. '"They
transform their resources
into cryptocurrency in or-
der to acquire drones in cy-
berspace.”

They also pervert informal
"hawala" money transfer
networks which are espe-
cially popular in the Middle
East, parts of Africa and
the Indian subcontinent, "to
transfer funds to the other
end of the world" for terror-
ist activities, Le Drian said.
The resolution adopted
Thursday strongly urges all
countries to implement in-
ternational standards es-
tablished by the Financial
Action Task Force or FATF,
which was established in
1989 by major economic
powers to combat money
laundering. It has since ex-
panded its work to counter-
ing terrorist financing and
the financing of nuclear,
chemical and biological
weapons.

Marshall Billingslea, the FATF
president, told the Security
Council "it is critical for all
states to recognize where
they may be vulnerable
to terrorist financing and
then use that understand-
ing to mitigate those risks

properly."

4th victims dies
following March 18
Utrecht tram attack

THE HAGUE, Netherlands
(AP) — Authorities say a
fourth victim has died from
injuries sustained in the
March 18 tram shooting in
Utrecht, an incident being
investigated as a possible
extremist attack.

The 74-year-old man died
Thursday. Two men and a
woman died on the day of
the attack, and one victim
remains injured in hospi-
tal. No further details were
available.

The main suspect in the

shooting in the central
Dutch city faces multiple
manslaughter or murder
charges and authorities
continue to investigate "ter-
rorist intent” in the attack,
the prosecutor's office said
in a statement.

The suspect, a Utrecht resi-
dent of Turkish descent,
was arrested hours after
the shooting. He has said
he acted alone. Prosecu-
tors say the man has a long
criminal record and did not
know any of his victims.(
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Egyptian cease-fire mediators shuttle between Israel, Gaza

By MOHAMMED DARAGH-
MEH

ILAN BEN ZION

Associated Press
JERUSALEM (AP) — Egyp-
tian mediators pressed
ahead Thursday with ef-
forts to broker a cease-fire
between Gaza's Hamas rul-
ers and lIsrael, even as the
sides braced for the possi-
bility of renewed violence
this weekend.

As negotiations continued,
Hamas was making prepa-
rations for a mass demon-
stration along the Israeli
border on Saturday. In re-
sponse, lIsrael said it was
moving additional troops
to the area.

The Egyptian team met
with Hamas officials, then
went to Israel before re-
turning back to Gaza late
Thursday for more meet-
ings. The Egyptians did not
comment as talks wrapped
up and they returned to
their hotel.

Ismail Radwan, a top
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Palestinians search for their family's belongings amid the rubble of destroyed building near a
Hamas security building that was destroyed in an Israeli airstrike late Monday, in Gaza City,

Wednesday, March 27, 2019.

Hamas official, said that if
there is progress, Hamas
would scale back Satur-
day's demonstration. The
protest, marking the one-

year anniversary of the
weekly gatherings, is ex-
pected to be exceptionally
large.

"The new understanding, if

Associated Press

implemented, would make
our people in Gaza feel a
significant relief,” Radwan
said. He said if Israel "was
committed to the under-

standings, then Saturday's
march would be peaceful."
Three Hamas officials fa-
miliar with the negotiations
said the Egyptians were of-
fering the organization a
series of measures to ease
a crippling Egyptian-israeli
blockade on Gaza. In ex-
change, Hamas would
have to pledge to halt
rocket fire and keep bor-
der protests under control
and far from the separation
fence.

The officials say the deal
would only take effect af-
ter Saturday's demonstra-
tion — a likely sticking point
with the Israelis.

They said the Israeli ges-
tures would include an ex-
panded fishing zone for
Palestinian anglers off the
Mediterranean coast, in-
creasing imports and ex-
ports in and out of Gaza,
increased electricity from
Israel and increased move-
ment of people through
Gaza's border crossings.]

Pope explains reluctant ring kiss: Fear of spreading germs

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope
Francis has set the record
straight about why he
pulled his hand away when
throngs of people lined up
this week to kiss his ring: for
fear of spreading germs.
Vatican spokesman Ales-
sandro Gisotti said Thursday
that Francis was concerned
about hygiene when, after
greeting dozens of well-
wishers in a lengthy receiv-
ing line Monday in Loreto,
he began pulling his hand
away to discourage peo-
ple from kissing his ring.
Video of the incident went

viral, with conservative crit-
ics blasting what they said
was Francis' "graceless"
disrespect for the tradition
and the faithful who want-
ed to honor it.

Gisotti said Thursday he
had just spoken to the
pope about it, and Francis
replied that it was nothing
of the sort.

"The Holy Father told me
that the motivation was
very simple: hygiene," Gi-
sotti told reporters. "He
wants to avoid the risk of
contagion for the people,
not for him."

The tradition of kissing the
ring of a bishop or pope
goes back centuries, as a
sign of respect and obedi-
ence.

Gisotti noted that Francis
is more than happy to re-
ceive the ring-kiss in small
groups, where the spread
of germsis more contained,
as he did Wednesday
when a handful of people
were lined up at the end
of his general audience to
greet him.

Several bent down to kiss
his ring, and Francis pa-
tiently allowed it.(1

P
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Pope Francis leaves at the end of his weekly general audience,
in St. Peter's Square, at the Vatican, Wednesday, March 27, 2019.

Associated Press
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Rescued migrants safe 1p Europe after hijacking oll tanker

By STEPHEN CALLEJA
COLLEEN BARRY
Associated Press

VALLETTA, Malta (AP) — A
group of migrants desper-
ate not to go back to Libya
made it safely to Europe
on Thursday after com-
mandeering the oil tanker
that rescued them at sea
— a drama that underlined
contradictions in Europe's
migration  policies and
could discourage future
rescues.

Both Italy and Malta initially
refused entry to the Palau-
flagged El Hiblu 1. But Mal-
tese armed forces inter-
cepted it overnight after
confirming with the cap-
tain that he was navigating
toward Europe against his
will. Special forces board-
ed it and restored control
to the crew.

The 100 migrants, including
15 women and 47 claiming
to be minors, left the tanker
in a port near the Maltese
capital of Valletta; five
were handcuffed after be-
ing detained on suspicion
of being the ringleaders.
Italy's hard-line interior min-
ister called the hijacking
the "the first act of piracy

Armed forces stand onboard the Turkish oil tanker El Hiblu 1, which was hijacked by migrants, in
Valletta, Malta, Thursday March 28, 2019.

on the high seas with mi-
grants." But humanitarian
groups rejected that label,
saying they were victims of
"Europe’'s inhumane border
policy," citing reports that
many migrants have been
mistreated, raped and tor-
tured in Libya.

The German humanitarian
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group Sea-Eye said its res-
cue ship, the Alan Kurdi,
was in the area of the El
Hiblu 1 when it heard radio
communications between
the tanker and a Europe-
an aircraft monitoring the
seas.

The aircraft asked the tank-
er to respond to two rub-
ber boats, saying that the
people on board were "in
mortal danger' and that
the Libyan coast guard
was "out of service." After
the rescue, the captain
reported to the aircraft
that the migrants "are very
upset and do not want to
be brought back to Libya."
However, the captain said
the Libyan capital of Tripoli
was the tanker's destina-
tion.

Sea-Eye spokeswoman
Carlotta Weibl said that
they don't have exact in-
formation of what hap-
pened aboard the El Hiblu
1, but that "we don't see it
as piracy because those
people were claiming their
right. It was completely ille-
gal for a European plane to
send them back to Libya."

Migrants have long report-
ed that commercial ships
either ignore smugglers'
boats in distress, or merely
stop to give them water,
said Hassiba Hadj-Sahraoui,
humanitarian affairs advis-
er with Doctors Without Bor-
ders. Similar incidents could
accelerate the trend.

Associated Press

"They are doomed what-
ever they do," she said. "This
is extremely disturbing for
commercial ships. The ship-
ping industry is trying to fol-
low a tenant of internation-
al law, which is rescue. ...
But if you are a commercial
ship on tight deadlines and
you need to deliver goods,
it is an impossible situation."
The International Chamber
of Shipping based in Lon-
don expressed concern
about the incident and
said it would raise the issue
with the U.N. International
Maritime Organization.

"If a ship is directed to dis-
embark rescued people in
Libya, it creates a poten-
tial for conflict between
the crew and desperate
and frustrated people that
might object to being re-
turned," ICS secretary-gen-
eral Guy Platten said in a
statement. He added that
civiian merchant seafarers
"can be severely affected
by the traumatic situations
they have to face, having
complied with their legal
and humanitarian obliga-
tion to come to the rescue
of anyone found in distress
atsea."

The European Union has
been training the Libyan
coast guard in the hope
that it will prevent migrants
from entering international
waters, where they have
routinely been rescued, ei-
ther by commercial ships

or those run by humanitar-
ian groups filling in the void
after member countries sig-
nificantly scaled down an
EU operation in the Medi-
terranean.

But the contradiction lies in
the fact that no EU mem-
ber considers Libya, or
any other northern African
country, to be a "safe third
country" where migrants
can be returned without
fear for their well-being. The
EU also opposes the death
penalty, and in extradition
cases generally refuses to
send people to countries
where they might be killed
or tortured.

Matthew Brook, the acting
representative for the U.N.
refugee agency in Libya,
told reporters in Geneva
that the conditions for
many migrants in govern-
ment-run detention centers
in Libya were "terrible." He
relayed an anecdote from
some migrants that electric
shocks were administered
to them in vats of water.
While Europe is reducing
its own rescue mission, Italy
and Malta have refused to
accept aid group rescue
ships in their ports. That has
led to offshore standoffs
with boats loaded with mi-
grants, often weak from
their journey and mistreat-
ment in Libya, while EU na-
tions haggle over their fate.
Many humanitarian groups
have stopped taking part
in rescues; in fact only the
Alan Kurdi is currently ac-
tive in the central Mediter-

ranean. Doctors Without
Borders suspended their
operation in December

due to port closures, ad-
ministrative  pressure on
Panama to pull its flag, and
containment measures
meaning that fewer mi-
grants were making it past
the Libyan coast guard.
The policies have had the
effect desired by populist
leaders like Italian Interior
Minister Matteo Salvini. Mi-
grant arrivals in Italy were
down dramatically last
year to 23,370 from nearly
120,000 a year earlier, ac-
cording to Interior Ministry
figures. Deaths at sea also
sank to the lowest levels in
five years, 2,299, according
to the International Organi-
zation for Migration.(4
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By JULHAS ALAM
Associated Press

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP)
— A fire swept through a
high-rise office building in
Bangladesh's capital on
Thursday, kiling at least 19
people and injuring about
70 others, officials said.
The blaze trapped many
people inside the building,
with some shouting for help
from windows on the build-
ing's upper floors and from
the roof.

At least one person fell to
the ground while trying to
climb down the building.
Fire officials said after bat-
ting the blaze for several
hours that most people in-
side had been rescued.
"The situation is under con-
trol," said Debashish Bard-
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A Bangladeshi, stuck in a multi-storied office building on fire,
speaks on his mobile phone in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Thursday,
March 28, 2019.

han, a Fire Service and Civil
Defense deputy director.

The fire at the FR Tower, on
a busy avenue in Dhaka's
Banani commercial dis-

Associated Press

trict, was the latest in a city
where flouted building reg-
ulations and safety norms
have made deadly blazes
common.

Firefighters shattered the
building's glass walls to free
toxic gas.

A Facebook Live video tak-
en by Roy Pinaki showed
five people climbing
down from windows while
burned building materi-
als fell around them. One
person slipped from what
appeared to be a rope
that people were using to
escape, bounced off utility
wires and fell to the ground.
Military helicopters joined
the rescue operation, and
one person dangled from
a helicopter hovering over
the roof as thick plumes of
smoke rose.

More than a dozen people
who fled to the roof were
rescued by firefighters us-
ing hydraulic cranes, Bard-
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han said.

Witness Sajib Hasan said
some people shouted for
help from the upper floors
of the building. Onlookers
shouted back encourage-
ment, some raising their
hands to pray for the safety
of those trapped. Heavy
smoke deterred efforts by
responders, but Hasan said
he watched at least a doz-
en people rescued.
Banani, the area where
the fire broke out, is a busy
commercial district with
multistory buildings housing
offices, universities and res-
taurants.

Dilip Kumar Ghosh, deputy
director of the fire service,
said heavy traffic delayed
the arrival of firetrucks at
the building.d

Papuan fighters vow more attacks on Indone3|an highway

Associated Press

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP)
— Papuan independence
fighters are vowing more
attacks on a highway that's
the Indonesian president's
key development project
in the country's troubled
easternmost region.

The threat was made in a
video purportedly record-
ed last week in the Nduga
area of Papua province's
central highlands. The vid-
eo and photos show about
40 fighters, a few with Indo-
nesian military assault rifles
and other weapons.

In the video, a man stand-
ing next to a liberation
army commander, Egia-
nus Kogoya, reads out a
statement that taunts the
military for being unable
to find the Papuan fighters
even though they're in the
same mountainous area.
Kogoya, who also speaks
in the video, said, "We can-
not step back, we will not
hesitate, we would pursue
(military and police) until
Jakarta gives us indepen-

dence, our nation must
unite to separate from the
Republic of Indonesia."
Indonesian forces have
poured into Nduga since
rebels kiled 19 people
working on the trans-Pap-
ua highway on Dec. 2. The
government of President
Joko Widodo says the high-
way will speed up econom-
ic development of West
Papua and Papua prov-
inces, among the poorest
regions in Indonesia, but
independence supporters
see the project as a way for
Jakarta to cement control
over the region.

An insurgency has sim-
mered in Papua, which
makes up the western half
of the island of New Guin-
ea, since the early 1960s
when Indonesia annexed
the Dutch-controlled terri-
tory. Discrimination against
indigenous Papuans and
abuses by Indonesian
police and military have
drawn renewed attention
globally as Indonesia cam-
paigns for membership

in the U.N.'s human rights
watchdog.

An Indonesian human rights
lawyer, Veronica Koman,
and a Papuan activist, Vic-
tor Yeimo, addressed the
council earlier this month.
They said 25 civilians have
died as a result of military
and police security opera-
tions in Nduga since the
Dec. 2 attack.

Indonesia replied that se-
curity forces are "trying to
be very selective and cau-
tious in the attempt to bring
all perpetrators of the hei-
nous killing" on Dec. 2 to jus-
tice. The military says civil-
ian workers on the highway
have fled and its engineers
will build the 21 bridges
needed to complete it.
Papuan fighters claimed
to have seized weapons
from Indonesian soldiers in
a Mar. 7 gunfight in Ndu-
ga that according to the
military killed three soldiers
and at least one Papuan.
Indonesia's military also
claimed to have recov-
ered weapons.]

In thIS Dec 7, 2018, file photo Indonesian soldlers and police of-
ficers carry a body bag containing the body of a victim of sepa-
ratist attack in Nduga district upon its arrival at Moses Kilangin
Airport in Timika, Papua province, Indonesia.
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Haiti opposition calls new protests in bid to oust president

Associated Press
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP)
— Haiti's largest opposi-
tion groups have united in
a campaign to push U.S.-
backed President Jovenel
Moise from office with na-
tionwide protests aimed
at paralyzing the country
starting on Friday.

Previous protests have
led to dozens of deaths in
clashes between protesters
and police and left busi-
nesses shut for days, grave-
ly damaging an economy
already struggling with high
inflation and worsening fuel
shortages.

Newly named Prime Minis-
ter Jean Michel Lapin said
Wednesday that he en-
couraged peaceful protest
but the government would
not allow violence on the
streets.

"Our brothers are protesting
for a better life, better edu-
cation, health care and
jobs. We encourage them
to do that and respect

In this March 4, 2019 file photo, men accompany a coffin containing the remains a demonstrator
who was killed in a previous protest, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.

the law," Lapin told report-
ers. "People should respect
the mandate of those who
have been elected in a
vote by the people.”

The Inter-American Com-
mission on Human Rights
reported last month that
26 people had been killed
and 77 wounded over

Associated Press

three weeks of protests and
related violence.

Rep. Andy Levin, a Demo-
crat from Michigan and
member of the House For-

eign Affairs Committee,
and Rep. Barbara Lee, a
Democrat from California,
expressed concern about
the violence in a letter to
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo on Wednesday.
Haiti has moved closer to
the U.S. since taking the
Trump administration's side
in its push to unseat Ven-
ezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro. Haiti backed Ven-
ezuela in regional forums
for years and received bil-
lions of dollars of subsidized
oil from the socialist gov-
ernment. That aid has now
disappeared with Venezu-
ela's economic collapse,
and Haiti recognizes oppo-
sition leader Juan Guaido
as head of state.

A Haitian Senate investiga-
tion found that some $2 bil-
lion in Venezuelan aid had
been stolen or misspent,
largely under the adminis-
tration of Moise's predeces-
sor and political patron, Mi-
chael Martelly.[]

Cuba, Google move to improve island's connectivity

HAVANA (AP) — Cuba
and Google signed a deal
Thursday moving the island
one step closer to having a
state-of-the-art connection
to the modern internet.

The American internet gi-
ant and the Cuban gov-
ernment agreed to cre-
ate a seamless, cost-free
connection between their
two networks once Cuba is
able to physically connect
to a new undersea fiber-
optic cable that would be
laid sometime in the future.
With that cable in place,
the so-called peering deal
linking Google's global in-
ternet backbone directly
to Cuba's local network
would allow Cubans to
connect faster to content
hosted on Google serv-
ers. It would also reduce
the Cuban government's
cost of connecting users to
Google content.

Network owners like the Cu-
ban telecoms monopoly
Etecsa currently must pay
third-party operator fees for
passing traffic along to sites
such as YouTube, Google
Maps and Google.com.
"We are excited to have
reached this memorandum

 ~ =Y

Google's head of Cuba operations, Brett Perlmutter, left, Google's head of Cuba operations, wait
to sign a deal with Luis Adolfo Iglesias Reyes, vice president of investments of Etecsa, right, in Ha-
vana, Cuba, Thursday, March 28, 2019.

for the benefit of internet
users here in Cuba," Brett
Perlmutter, the head of
Google Cuba, said before
signing the deal.

Cuba currently has a sin-
gle fiber-optic connection
running under the Carib-
bean to Venezuela that

has been unable to pro-
vide the island with suffi-
cient capacity to support
its relatively small but grow-
ing group of internet users,
for reasons never disclosed
by either country's socialist
government.

Thursday's deal will have

Associated Press

no immediate effect on
the ease of connectivity in
Cuba, and neither Cuban
nor Google officials provid-
ed any estimated timeline
for the island’'s connection
to a new fiber-optic cable.
That step could take years
given the slow pace of Cu-

ba's bureaucracy and the
obstacles thrown up by the
U.S. trade embargo on the
island.

The embargo does con-
tain legal exceptions al-
lowing deals to increase
telecommunications ca-
pacity in Cuba, which
makes Google's work pos-
sible. Cuba already allows
Google to run servers on
the island storing Google
content such as YouTube
user information, a mea-
sure that has significantly
increased the speed of
accessing that content for
Cubans.

The Google-Cuba deal also
creates a working group
of engineers dedicated to
ironing out the details.
Cuba is rapidly leaving be-
hind its status as one of the
world's least-connected
nations, but its telecommu-
nications infrastructure has
been overwhelmed by mil-
lions of new users and ser-
vice suffers from constant
interruptions, slowdowns
and some of the most ex-
pensive rates in the world,
particularly for amounts of
data beyond a few giga-
bytes per month.
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Tropicana Entertainment Inc. some months
ago, this being the reason of the name change
to Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino. This was a
simple transition in name only as our ultimate
ownership has remained the same; Tropicana
Entertainment was a subsidiary of Icahn
Enterprises, L.P. (“IEP”) and we now report
directly to the real-estate segment of IEP.

[EP is a diversified holding company with
multiple operating segments and is traded on
the NASDAQ under the symbol “IEP”. As of
February 28, 2018, IEP’s market capitalization
was $14.2 billion. As of December 31, 2018, IEP’s

o

total assets were $23.4 billion, revenues were
$11.8 billion and net income attributable to IEP
was $1.5 billion.

Eagle Aruba Resort & Casino are proud to
be part of an enterprise with strong financial
metrics that has supported the development
and renovation of this beautiful resort. You can
see the commitment through the on-going
renovations; in 2019 we will completed another
block of 81 rooms bringing the renovation
investment to over $28 million since we started
the projectin 2016.01

Honoring of loyal and friendly visitors at Casa del Mar

PALM BEACH— Darline de Cuba of the
Aruba Tourism Authority had the great
pleasure to honor a lovely couple
as Goodwill Ambassadors. The cer-
tificate is presented on behalf of the
Minister of Tourism, as a token of ap-
preciation to the guests who visit Aru-
ba 20 years and more consecutively.

The honorees were Mike & Marie Rug-
giero from Bayside New York, who
have been coming to the island for
many years at call it their home away
from home.

The honorees stated that they love
coming to the island especially for the
lovely people, the beautiful weather
and the amazing sunset and the ca-
sino!

De Cuba together with Bob Curtis,
General Manager of Casa del Mar
presented the certificates to the hon-
orees, and also handed over some
presents and thanked them for choos-
ing Aruba as their favorite vacation
destination. ]
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Alhambra awards SELECT Status
Highest Tier Privileges and Benefits

ORANJESTAD— Alham-
bra Casino and Shops has
awarded SELECT status to
guests who have reached
the casino’s new, high-
est tier. Players attended a
private event on Saturday
evening and received an
unprecedented choice of
rewards. During the invi-
tation-only dinner hosted
by company President &
Chief Operating Officer Su-
san Varnes and Director of
Operations Rick Ingrassia,
each of the benefits and
rewards of SELECT were an-
nounced.

SELECT is the highest of
three tiers of membership
offered by Alhambra Ca-
sino. Every guest instantly
earns rewards with the
CLUB card and can re-
ceive ELITE status by earn-
ing 12,000 tier credits each
calendar year. The ELITE
card, introduced in 2017,
proved to be popular with
Alhambra guests. “In the
two years of our ELITE tier,
we learned more about
what our most loyal guests
look for, refining their offers
and continuing to enhance
the program,” said Ingras-
sia, adding “But as we
awarded more guests with
ELITE status, we recognized
an opportunity to take the
next step and introduce SE-
LECT for players who reach
25,000 in earned tier cred-
its”.

The desire to continue to
find opportunities to re-
ward Alhambra’s most
loyal guests is not lost on
Varnes, who stated; “We
created the SELECT tier to
allow our guests to create
the program that they de-
sire. Our SELECT guests not
only receive weekly free
gaming and food offers,
invitations to special events
and other gifts, they have
their choice of bonus ben-

efits each year and receive

opportunities  throughout
the year to earn additional
bonuses. We now have a
unigue selection of benefits
for CLUB, ELITE and now SE-
LECT guests that can only
be enjoyed at Alhambra”.

For more information about
SELECT or any promotions
at Alhambra Casino and
Shops, call +297-583-5000
or visit www.casinoalham-
bra.com.

About Alhambra Casino &
Shops

Only minutes away from
downtown Oranjestad, Al-
hambra Casino and Shops
features more than a doz-
en dining and retail outlets.
The casino has over 450 of
the latest slot and video
poker machines, 16 live-
action table games, sports
betting and progressive
bingo. Looking for a bite
to eat? The Shops features
Subway, Dunkin’ Donuts,
We ‘R Cuba, Twist of Fla-
vors and Baskin Robbins
with both indoor and out-
door seating. You can also
enjoy dining at The Cove in
the casino or at Fusion, the
Piano & Wine Bar. Addition-
al shopping includes jewel-
ry, apparel, cosmetics, sou-
venirs, and a mini-mart. Al-
hambra is open daily from
10am to 4am and has an
abundance of free park-
ing. The property is part of
a group of casinos in the
Caribbean managed by
Treasure Bay, LLC that in-
cludes Carina Bay Casino
in St. Croix, Flamingo Casi-
no in Bonaire, Treasure Bay
Casino in St. Lucia. Treasure
Bay, LLC is headquartered
in Biloxi, Mississippi where it
owns and operates Trea-
sure Bay Casino and Ho-
tel. For additional informa-
tion call 297.583.5000 or
visit www.casinoalhambra.
com..l/
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La Cabana Beach Resort & Casino presents:
Night of Ambiance with live Music & Specials
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Closure of the Shete entrance to Parke Nacional Arikok as of 1 April, 2019

SAN FUEGO — Fundacion Parke Nacional
Aruba (FPNA) is currently working on a re-
organization process in order to better the
efficiency of its operations and thereby
better meet its objectives. FPNA’'s main
objectives are to preserve nature, create
opportunities for education and research,
preserve historical and cultural places
and artefacts in the park and to also be
a recreational destination for locals and
tourists. Simultaneously with the reorgani-
zation, FPNA is also preparing to start ma-
jor maintenance of the buildings and the
infrastructure of roads, facilities and com-
munications.

In connection with the refining of our con-
servation tasks, it is necessary to close
the entrance at Shete of Parke Nacional
Arikok. The increase in usage of this route
in recent years has caused inconvenience
to the neighboring households and with
regard to nature conservation, every road
through the park has a negative influence

ASK FOR OUR

due to noise pollution as well as dust and
waste pollution. The closing of the en-
trance at Shete will allow for better control
and reduce the number of areas within
the park that are affected by traffic.

The entrance at Shete will close on 1 April
2019. With the definitive closure of the en-
trance at Shete, all visitors to the park wish-
ing to visit Conchi (Natural Pool) will have
to continue the route via the visitor center
(main entrance) in San Fuego and then
follow the road via Sero Arikok to Conchi.

In the coming weeks, this route to Conchi
will be repaired in such a way that it will
be more accessible for the adequate ve-
hicles, pertaining to the maximum speed
of 20 km / h (park rule). FPNA is counting
on the cooperation and understanding of
all visitors, tour operators and UTV / Quad
Racer Rentals for the aforementioned
change, which will benefit the conserva-
tion of nature in the park.

DEALS

GCOME AND WATCH ALL THE GAMES LIVE ON MORE THAN 32 HDTV'S
PLUS JUMBO SCREEN PROJECTORS

PARKE NACIONAL

ARIKoX

A*R-U*B-A

In order for the aforementioned change to go as smooth-
ly as possible, FPNA will grant a transition period of two
weeks, mainly for those who are unaware of the afore-
mentioned change. Park rangers will be present at the
entrance at Shete during this transition period to guide
visitors and give instructions on how to proceed.

Restoring of the crosses leading
to the Alto Vista Chapel

o
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ORANJESTAD -The Minister of Tourism Dangui Oduber has
announced the restoration of the crosses on the road to
the Alto Vista Chapel has begun. This project is being fi-
nanced by the Ministry of Tourism and will be completed
in a period of 45 days. The roadside crosses at Alto Vista
Chapel are a sacred and an important part of Aruba’s
Culture. Many people go there daily to pray or meditate.
It is a very popular tourist attraction._]
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Pro leagues,
gambling
iIndustry

are now
the happy
couple

OXON HILL, Md. (AP) — A
year ago, Nevada was the
only state where single-
game sports bets were
legal, and NHL Commis-
sioner Gary Bettman ex-
pected to be successful in
persuading the Supreme
Court to maintain that sta-
tus quo. Listen to him now.
"What we've learned is it's
another point of engage-
ment for fans. It started with
daily fantasy sports and
ultimately, | think, if you're
interested in sports betting,
you're going to have an
increased opportunity to
engage in the game," Bet-
tman said Thursday. "Our
hope is it causes people
to watch more games,
whether it's existing avid
fans who consume more
or casual fans who want to
place a bet or two."

Bettman’s reversal on
sports betting has been
quick and dramatic, and
he’s not alone. His com-
ments came at an event
that would have been un-
thinkable as recently as last
summer: a sports gambling
summit at the MGM Na-
tional Harbor casino where
team owners and league
executives celebrated
their newfound closeness
with sportsbook operators.
They sat on panels talking
about the business oppor-
tunities that accompany
legal betting and mingled
over cocktails and hors
d’ouevres prepared by
celebrity chef Bryan Volt-
aggio. The Supreme Court
ruled last May that any
state can legalize sports
betting if it chooses, and
since then the action has

been swift.
Continued on Page 22

v@m@@@m@@ rm
@penlng Day/ beatdown

New York Yankees left fielder Giancarlo Stanton, left, and right fielder Aaron Judge, center, react as left fielder Brett Gardner looks

on after they defeated the Baltimore Orioles 7-2 during an opening day baseball game at Yankee Stadium, Thursday, March 28,
2019, in New York.

Associated Press

MLB on Page 19
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Woods down, but not yet out at Match Play
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Tiger Woods hits from the rough on the sixth hole during round-robin play at the Dell Match Play Championship golf tournament,
Thursday, March 28, 2019, in Austin, Texas.

By DOUG FERGUSON
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — The
magical escape by Tiger
Woods didn't keep him
from losing Thursday in the
Dell Technologies Match
Play.

He just didn't lose hope of
playing on the weekend.
The same couldn't be said
for defending champion
Bubba Watson, Brooks Ko-
epka, Phil Mickelson, Pat-
rick Reed and a host of
others who have to return
Friday morning to Aus-
tin Country Club with no
chance of advancing out
of their group.

The Match Play began to
take shape, more because
of 20 players from the 64-
man field mathematically
eliminated than who can
still reach the weekend.
Jordan Spieth is still alive
after building a 6-up lead
through 12 holes on Kevin
Na, but not winning un-
tii four holes later when
Na missed a 4-foot birdie
putt. Jim Furyk and Henrik

Stenson emerged with 2-0
records from the group of
major champions. They
play Friday after knocking
out Mickelson and Jason
Day.

"It's going to be a tough
one again," Stenson said.
"Jim, | don't think he's given
away an easy bogey since
1994 or something."

Brandt Snedeker took ad-
vantage of too many mis-
takes by Woods off the tee
and on the greens for a
2-and-1 victory, a big one
for Snedeker because of
his opponent's name and
reputation. But it was just
one win.

"I knew | was playing good,
so | was excited about the
opportunity,” Snedeker
said. "l turned into Tiger's
biggest fan tomorrow go-
ing forward, because |
need him to go out there
and beat Patrick (Cantlay)
tomorrow."

Snedeker first has to beat
Aaron Wise, who was elimi-
nated when Cantlay beat

him, and he would only
advance if Woods beats
Cantlay. Otherwise, Snede-
ker and Cantlay will return
to the first tee for a sudden-
death playoff.

Several groups are like that.
"See you on the first tee to-
morrow," Horschel said with
a smile and a wink to Spi-
eth.

Horschel and Spieth halved
their match in the opening
round, both won on Thurs-
day, and if they win again
— Spieth faces Watson,
Horschel gets Na — they
would be in a playoff to
determine who reaches
the knockout stage on the
weekend.

Woods, back in the Match
Play for the first time since
2013, has never been part
of this round-robin format.
All that mattered was try-
ing to win his match, and
he never led against Sne-
deker. He still provided one
of the most remarkable
halves on another action-
packed day.

Associated Press

Woods was 1 down when
hit his second shot under a
bush on the 10th hole, leav-
ing him little option but to
take a penalty drop. Sne-
deker saw it and played his
third shot conservatively to
about 4 feet. In his mind,
he was 2 up heading to the
next tee.

Instead, Woods dropped
to his right knee to play a
left-handed shot , invert-
ing the club and holding it
parallel to the ground. He
not only made contact,
the ball bounced out to
about 4 feet and he made
the par putt. Snedeker had
to make his putt to keep
the match from being tied,
which he did.

Three holes later, Woods hit
iron off the tee and pulled
it left into the Colorado
River, making double bo-
gey to fall 2 down. Snede-
ker seized control with a
10-foot birdie on the 16th,
and closed him out on the
next hole. "I'm probably the
most hated man in Texas

right now," Snedeker said. "l
bet you my kids were prob-
ably rooting for him late in
the round.”

It wasn't a clean match by
any stretch, but the windy,
dry conditions made it
tough on everyone.

"We both made a couple of
mistakes out there, but he
made a few less mistakes
than | did," Woods said. "All
| can do is hopefully get a
point tomorrow and see if
that's good enough."
Dustin Johnson, the top
seed for the third straight
year, lost to Branden Grace
when the South African
poured in a big birdie putt
on the 17th and Johnson
couldn't win the final hole.
That leaves Johnson need-
ing help to win his group.
Justin  Thomas recovered
from his opening loss to
beat Matt Wallace. His
chances are alive under
various scenarios.

"Any key is to win this match
today," he said.

Justin Rose delivered the
best comeback. He was
3 down with four to play
against Eddie Pepperell
when he rallied to earn a
halve with birdies on the
last two holes. Cheering
him along outside the ropes
was Mark "Fooch" Fulcher,
his caddie who is recover-
ing from a heart operation
and worked nine holes of
practice as he readies his
return to Rose's bag at the
Masters in two weeks.

"He's been walking on the
sidelines and gave me,
‘Come on, Rosie.' | could
tell he hadn't given up on
me," Rose said. "Picked me
up a little bit and made me
dig a little deeper possibly."
Furyk wasn't planning to be
in Texas this week. It wasn't
untii a runner-up finish in
The Players Championship
two weeks ago — he was
among the last into the
field at the TPC Sawgrass —
that allowed him to crack
the top 64 in the world to
qualify for Match Play.

A victory Friday is likely
enough to get him into the
Masters.

"l guess I'm not really upset
with anything right this sec-
ond," Furyk said. "l feel pret-
ty consistent and pretty sol-
id throughout my game."]]
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Power surge! Dodgers hit 8
HRs In 12-5 win over Arizona

By GREG BEACHAM

AP Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Joc
Pederson and Enrique Her-
nandez each hit two of the
Los Angeles Dodgers' eight
home runs, which set a ma-
jor league record for open-
ing day and tied the fran-
chise mark for any game,
during a 12-5 victory over
the Arizona Diamondbacks
on Thursday.

Hernandez, Austin Barnes
and Corey Seager all hom-
ered in the fourth inning to
chase Arizona ace Zack
Greinke.

Max Muncy, Cody Bellinger
and Hernandez then con-
nected in the seventh for
the power-packed Dodg-
ers, whose pursuit of a third
straight National League
pennant got off to a thrill-
ing start.

Adam Jones and Christian
Walker went deep for the
Diamondbacks, but their
pitching staff's eight hom-
ers allowed also set a team
record.

The Dodgers broke base-
ball's previous opening day
record of six homers, set
by the Mets in 1988 and
matched by the White Sox
in 2008.

Los Angeles also equaled
the franchise mark set
against Milwaukee on
May 23, 2002, when Shawn
Green hit four of the Dodg-
ers' eight.

The Dodgers finished sec-
ond in the majors last sea-
son with 235 homers, and
they were even more po-
tent in their first regular-
season game under new
hitting coach Robert Van
Scoyoc. All eight dingers
were hit by returning play-
ers to the Dodgers, who
have only two new position
players on their opening
day roster.

The Dodgers provided
ample support for Hyun-Jin
Ryu, who yielded four hits
and struck out eight over six
stellar innings as Los Ange-
les' first opening day starter
not named Clayton Ker-
shaw since 2010. Kershaw's
franchise-record streak of
eight consecutive opening
day starts ended due to left
shoulder inflammation.

Ryu, who retired 13 straight
during one stretch, be-
came the second Korean-
born pitcher to start on
opening day in the majors.
Meanwhile, Greinke's latest
return to Dodger Stadium
was a debacle.

The $206.5 million right-
hander allowed four hom-
ers for the fifth time in his
career, but only the sec-
ond time this decade.
The Dodgers also hit four
against their former star
on Sept. 5, 2016, in Chavez
Ravine, where Greinke has
allowed 14 homers in 34 in-
nings since his big-money
move to Arizona.

Arizona reliever Matt Koch
allowed the Dodgers' other
four homers over a seven-

DOUBLE YOUR WIN

DOUBLE YOUR WIN

Valid once per night

batter stretch in the sixth
and seventh, abruptly top-
pling the majors' opening
day power record.
Pederson delivered as the
Dodgers' leadoff hitter. Af-
ter doubling and scoring in
the first inning, he hit one
of Greinke's curveballs 420
feet to straightaway center
in the second.

Hernandez drove a two-
run shot to left in the fourth.
Barnes followed with a solo
shot to left — and two outs
later, Seager chased Grein-
ke with his first homer since
April 28. Seager was back
in the Dodgers' lineup for
the first time since missing
nearly all of last season due
to Tommy John surgery.
After Pederson hit a two-
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Los Angeles Dodgers' Joc Pederson hits a two-run home run dur-
ing the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks, Thursday, March 28, 2019, in Los Angeles.

run shot off Koch in the
sixth, the Dodgers reached
historic homer territory with
shots by Muncy, Bellinger
and Hernandez in a four-
batter stretch of the sev-
enth.

TRAINER'S ROOM
Diamondbacks: Manager
Torey Lovullo put Walker
at first base on opening

Associated Press

day instead of Jake Lamb,
who was injured for part of
spring. Paul Goldschmidt
had been Arizona's starting
first baseman for the previ-
ous seven opening days. ...
lldemaro Vargas made the
opening day roster in place
of Steven Souza Jr., who is
out for the year with a knee

injury.(d
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Verlander outpitches Snell, Astros cruise past Rays 5-1

By FRED GOODALL

AP Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP)
— Justin Verlander relished
facing Blake Snell on open-
ing day.

‘I don't try to hide behind
the this-is-just-another-start
anymore," the Houston
ace.

The Astros star delivered,
beating Snell and the Tam-
pa Bay Rays 5-1 in a rare
season-opening matchup
between pitchers who fin-
ished first and second in
balloting for the Cy Young
Award.

"There definitely is more
intensity to it," Verlander
added. " It's kind of some-
where between a playoff
game and a regular-sea-
son game, so | just kind of
used the adrenalin, and
you go from there."
George Springer homered
on opening day for the
third straight year. Michael
Brantley and Jose Altuve
also went deep for the As-
tros against Snell, the AL
Cy Young recipient who
won 21 games and led the
league in ERA.

Verlander (1-0) allowed
a leadoff homer to Austin
Meadows on his fourth be-
fore dominating a mostly
young Tampa Bay lineup
featuring just one player
— center fielder Kevin Ki-
ermaier — who started for
the Rays on opening day
last year.

“| just hit the reset button
real quick," the 36-year-old
right-hander said.

"It's not something you want
to do, to lead off the year
with a homer,"” Verlander
added. "But I've done it be-
fore, so it was let's go turn
the page and try to find it."
Verlander, fresh off signing
a three-year contract that
added $66 million in guar-
anteed money for 2020
and 2021, limited the Rays
to one run and three hits
over seven innings before
a crowd of 25,025 at Tropi-
cana Field — Tampa Bay's
14th consecutive sellout for
a home opener.

"We ran into a buzz saw.
He did a great job having
all of us off balance," Kier-
maier said. "For me person-
ally, | feel like every time
| thought a fastball was
coming it was an offspeed.

-

Houston Astros' Justin Verlander pitches to the Tampa Bay Rays during the first inning of a baseball
game Thursday, March 28, 2019, in St. Petersburg, Fla.

A couple times | thought
he's going to try to get me
to chase an off speed, it
was a heater."

Verlander, who improved
to 4-1 in 11 opening day
starts, struck out nine and
only allowed one hit —
Yandy Diaz's seventh-inning
double — and three baser-
unners total after walking a
batter and plunking anoth-
erin the second.

Ryan Pressly pitched a
scoreless eighth and Ro-
berto Osuna worked a per-
fect ninth inning to finish a
combined four-hitter.
Springer gave Astros ace
all the offensive support
he'd need with a three-run
homer in the third off Snell,
who vyielded five runs and
six hits over six innings of his

first opening day start.

The 26-year-old lefty, who
signed a $50 million, five-
year contract extension this
month, walked two batters
ahead of Springer's home
run and finished with three
strikeouts.

"I was happy with a lot
of things | did, but | was
upset with sequencing,"
Snell said. "Threw first pitch
curveballs to  Springer
twice. Right there credit
him. He was waiting for it.
| fell in love with the curve-
ball and didn't mix pitches
like | should have been do-
ing."

With the NL Cy Young win-
ner Jacob deGrom facing
Washington's Max Scher-
zer earlier Thursday, Snell
vs. Verlander became the

Associated Press

fourth instance of a reign-
ing Cy Young recipient fac-
ing the runner-up for the
award on opening day the
next season.

The other two matchups
both occurred in 1979,
when reigning AL win-
ner Ron Guidry (Yankees)
faced runner-up  Mike
Caldwell (Brewers) and NL
winner Gaylord Perry (Pa-
dres) faced Burt Hooton
(Dodgers).

LATE SELLOUT

Despite closing the up-
per deck at Tropicana
Field, reducing capac-
ity of the domed stadium
to 25,025 for this season,
Thursday's game wasn't an-
nounced as a sellout until
late Wednesday. It's the
14th consecutive season

the Rays have sold out the
home opener, however the
club routinely finishes near
the bottom of the majors in
attendance, including 29th
among 30 teams in 2018.
Attendance for the past
five home openers was
listed as Last year's opening
day attendance was an-
nounced as 31,042.

"It's problematic," Rays prin-
cipal owner Stu Sternberg
said of the late sellout, not-
ing there were far fewer
tickets available than for
previous openers.

"25,000 seats given every-
thing that we are; the way
we finished last year; the
team we had; the 4 o'clock
start, it should be a layup
to use a different sport
phrase," the owner added.
“It is what it is."

SUBPAR OUTING

Snell's loss was his first since
July 12 at Minnesota, end-
ing a stretch of nine con-
secutive victories over a
span of 10 starts. ... The
young left-hander didn't al-
low more than two runs in
any of his 14 starts at home
in 2018. He yielded one or
fewer in 12 of them.
TRAINER'S ROOM

Astros: RHP's Lance McCull-
ers Jr. (right elbow surgery)
and Joe Smith (left Achil-
les' tendon surgery) were
both placed on the 10-day
injured list. Meanwhile, SS
Carlos Correa (nick stiff-
ness) said before the game
that his injury is "nothing
major’ and that he hopes
to be ready to play some
time before the end of the
four-game series.

Rays: To finalize the open-
ing day roster, 3B Matt
Duffy (left hamstring tight-
ness), LHP Anthony Banda
(Tommy John surgery) and
RHP Jose De Leon (Tommy
John surgery) were placed
on the 10-day injured list.
UP NEXT

RHP Charlie Morton, 15-3
with a 3.13 ERA in 30 starts
last season with Houston,
will make his Tampa Bay
debut Friday night against
the Astros and RHP Ger-
rit Cole (15-5, 2.88 ERA in
2018). Signed to a $30 mil-
lion, two-year contract as
a free agent by the Rays,
Morton won Game 7 in
both the ALCS and World
Series in 2017 for the Astros.
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Charlotte Hornets guard Tony Parker (9) goes to the basket
against Washington Wizards forward Jabari Parker, right, during
the first half of an NBA basketball game, Friday, March 15, 2019,

in Washington.

NBA says Hornets,
Bucks will play in
Paris in 2020

PARIS (AP) — The NBA is go-
ing to play a regular-sea-
son game in Paris for the
first time next year, with the
league announcing Thurs-
day that Charlotte and Mil-
waukee are headed there.
The game will be on Jan.
24. Paris has played host
to preseason games be-
fore, and the league hint-
ed several times in recent
months that it was con-
sidering bringing a game
that counts to the city as
well. And having Charlotte
involved makes perfect
sense, given that the Hor-
nets feature Tony Parker
and Nicolas Batum — two
veterans of the French na-
tional team.

"Having played in the pre-
season in France during
my career, | witnessed

first-hand the passion the
French fans have for NBA
basketball,” Hornets chair-
man Michael Jordan said.
"We are excited to bring

our team to Paris for this
history-making event."
Jordan and his Chicago
Bulls won the 1997 McDon-
ald's Championship in Paris.
Tickets for The NBA Paris
Game 2020 will go on sale
later this year.

The Hornets played a pre-
season game in Paris in
1994. The Bucks will be go-
ing to France for the first
time. "Playing in one of
the great cities in Europe
continues our goal to ex-
tend the global brand of
the Bucks," Milwaukee co-
owner Wes Edens said. "We
will be proud to represent
Milwaukee and Wisconsin
in Paris and we thank the
NBA for this exciting oppor-
tunity." The game will mark
the NBA's 11th in France all-
time, counting exhibitions.
"The return of an NBA game
in Paris, after a 10-year ab-
sence, is a real victory for
our city," Paris Mayor Anne
Hidalgo said.]
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Golden State Warriors forward Kevin Durant (35) is defended by Memphis Grizzlies guard Tyler

Dorsey during the first half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, March 27, 2019, in Memphis,

Tenn.

Associated Press

Warriors beat Grizzlies to
break tie with Nuggets in West

By The Associated Press
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Ste-
phen Curry and Kevin Du-
rant each scored 28 points,
with Durant going 12 of
13 from the field, and the
Golden State Warriors beat
the Memphis Grizzlies 118-
103 on Wednesday night to
take sole possession of the
Western Conference lead.
Curry also had 10 re-
bounds, and DeMarcus
Cousins added 16 points
and nine rebounds to help
the Warriors break a tie with
idle Denver for the top spot
in the West.

Jonas Valanciunas led
Memphis with 27 points
and 13 rebounds, and Mike
Conley added 22 points to
take the franchise's career
scoring lead and added
eight assists. Bruno Cabo-
clo had 17 points and 13
rebounds.

Durant  scored seven
straight points in a 9-0 run
that made it 100-92 mid-
way through the fourth
quarter.

THUNDER 107, PACERS 99
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) —
Paul George scored 31
points against his former
team, and Oklahoma City
had a 24-0 run in the third
quarter to pull away from

Indiana.

Steven Adams had 25
points and 12 rebounds,
and Russell Westbrook
added 17 points, 12 assists
and 11 rebounds for his
29th triple-double of the
season. The Thunder won
for only the second time in
seven games.

Bojan Bogdanovic scored
28 points for Indiana, and
Domantas Sabonis added
18 points and 10 rebounds.
WIZARDS 124, SUNS 121
PHOENIX (AP) — Devin
Booker became the young-
est player in NBA history
with consecutive 50-point
games, but his latest scor-
ing binge was wasted once
again by last-place Phoe-
nix in a loss to Washington.
Thomas Bryant's three-point
play with 2.8 seconds left
put the Wizards ahead for
good in a back-and-forth
game. Bryant caught Brad-
ley Beal's pass off a base-
line drive and dropped in
the winning layup while
getting fouled.

After he added the free
throw, Phoenix had one
more chance to tie, but
Troy Daniels missed a
3-pointer from the corner
just before the final buzzer.
The 22-year-old Booker fin-

ished with 50 points and
10 rebounds as the Suns,
with the worst record in the
Western Conference at
17-59, dropped their fifth
straight. Booker scored 59
points in a 125-92 loss Mon-
day night at Utah.

It was the first time a Phoe-
nix player reached 50 in
back-to-back games. Tom
Chambers had been the
only member of the Suns to
score even 40 in successive
games.

Beal and Jabari Parker had
28 points apiece for the
Wizards, who snapped a
five-game skid. Bryant add-
ed 18 points and a career-
high 19 rebounds.

TRAIL BLAZERS 118, BULLS 98
CHICAGO (AP) — Seth Cur-
ry scored a season-high 20
points and Portland beat
Chicago.

Still shaken by Jusuf Nur-
kic's gruesome leg injury
two nights earlier in a dou-
ble-overtime victory over
Brooklyn that secured Port-
land's sixth straight playoff
appearance, the Trail Blaz-
ers won their fifth in a row
even though Damian Lillard
scored a season-low 11.
Chicago's Shaquille Harri-
son set career highs with 21
points and 10 rebounds.]
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Pastrnak has hat trick, 5 points as Bruins beat Rangers 6-3

By The Associated Press
BOSTON (AP) — David Pas-
trnak had three goals and
two assists for a career-high
five points, sending the Bos-
ton Bruins to a 6-3 victory
over the New York Rangers
on Wednesday night.
Coming off a 3-1 road trip
but disappointed after
blowing a two-goal lead
Monday night against NHL-
best Tampa Bay, the Bru-
ins broke it open with four
goals in the third period for
their 12th consecutive vic-
tory at home. It's their lon-
gest streak since winning 14
straight during the 2008-09
season.

Pastrnak completed his
fourth hat trick and third this
season with a power-play
goal to make it 4-2 with 7:08
to play. He became the
first Bruins player with a trio
of hat tricks in one season
since Hall of Famer Cam
Neely in 1993-94.

The Bruins had gone 1-7-2in

[
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Boston Bruins right wing David Pastrnak (88) beats New York
Rangers goaltender Henrik Lundqvist for a goal during the sec-
ond period of an NHL hockey game in Boston, Wednesday,

March 27, 2019.

their last 10 games against
the Rangers, including los-
ing the first two meetings
this season. Backup goalie
Jaroslav Halak made 20
saves. Jake DeBrusk, Char-
lie McAvoy and Patrice
Bergeron also scored for
Boston.

Mika Zibanejad had two

Associated Press

goals and Ryan Strome
also scored for the Rangers,
who have lost six of seven.

AVALANCHE 4, GOLDEN
KNIGHTS 3

DENVER (AP) — Tyson Barrie
scored to become Colo-
rado's career goals lead-
er among defensemen,
Philipp Grubauer made 34

saves the playoff-chasing
Avalanche beat Vegas.
Matt  Calvert, Nathan
MacKinnon and Gabriel
Bourque also scored to
help the Avalanche stay
two points in front of Ari-
zona for the last wild-card
spot in the Western Confer-
ence with five games left.
Barrie's 73rd career goal
moved him out of a tie with
Sandis Ozolinsh for most
among Avalanche de-
fenders. Barrie also had two
assists.

Paul Stastny, Reilly Smith
and Alex Tuch scored for
Vegas, which was denied
a chance to clinch a play-
off spot. Malcolm Subban
stopped 26 shots in his sixth
consecutive start.

FLYERS 5, MAPLE LEAFS 4, SO
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Sean
Couturier scored in regula-
tion and had the only goal
in a shootout in Philadel-
phia's victory over Toronto.
Radko Gudas, Travis Konec-

ny and Ryan Hartman also
scored for Philadelphia.
The Flyers remained mathe-
matically alive for a playoff
berth, moving within eight
points of idle Montreal for
the final playoff spot with
five regular-season games
remaining.

Auston Matthews, Connor
Brown, Nazem Kadri and
William Nylander scored for
Toronto.

After the first four Flyers
missed in the shootout,
Couturier deked to his fore-
hand and beat Frederik
Andersen. Carter Hart se-
cured Philadelphia's third
win the last eight games
when he stopped Nyland-
er's attempt.

STARS 2, FLAMES 1
CALGARY, Alberta (AP) —
Alexander Radulov and
Miro Heiskanen scored to
lead Dallas over Calgary in
a game in which Stars goal-
tender Ben Bishop left with
an apparent injury.(

Continued from Page 17
Sports gambling is now
legal in eight states, with
more than 20 others at least
considering legalization.
Even after the Supreme
Court decision, the leagues
and the casino industry
maintained an adversarial
stance in statehouses, with
the NBA and MLB in partic-
ular lobbying for a percent-
age of gambling revenue,
calling it an "integrity fee"
they would use to fight off
attempts at game-fixing
or similar scandals. But no
state that has legalized
sports betting has mandat-
ed those fees, leaving the
leagues and sportsbook
operators to work out deals
on their own.

The two-day gathering,
which concluded Thurs-
day, was organized by the
American Gaming Asso-
ciation, a casino-industry
trade group that spent
years trying to persuade
sports leagues to embrace
legal gambling, arguing
it would increase fan en-
gagement and open up
new revenue streams.

“It isn't just about what the
states have done from a
legislative enactment per-
spective but the fact that
30-plus commercial agree-
ments and deals among

many of the people in this
room have taken place,
and that's where the ac-
tion should be," said Bill Mill-
er, CEO of the AGA. "And
that's why | think our level
of success from the per-
spective of who wanted to
come, who we invited and
who said yes, was because
they believe this is a com-
mercial endeavor at this
point."

In addition to Bettman —
who took the occasion to
announce the league’s
deal with bookmaker Wil-
liam Hill — executives from
the NBA, MLB, MLS and
the PGA Tour participated
in panel discussions. While
they kept a lower profile,
the NFL and the NCAA also
sent representatives to the
conference.

Former New Jersey Gov.
Chris Christie, a Republican
whose administration took
the fight over sports betting
prohibition to the Supreme
Court, urged gambling
companies to embrace
sensible regulations, argu-
ing that successful imple-
mentation at the state lev-
el will prevent the federal
government from getting
involved. Sens. Orrin Hatch
and Chuck Schumer have
introduced a bill to regu-
late sports gambling at the

-
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NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, center, speaks as part of a
panel on sports betting at an event organized by the American
Gaming Association, Thursday, March 28, 2019, in Oxon Hill, Md.
Associated Press

federal level.

Two team owners showed
up to talk about the way
legal sports betting could
transform their venues: Ted
Leonsis of the Washington
Wizards and Capitals and
Jeff Wilpon of the New York
Mets.

Washington's mayor has
already signed a bill legal-
izing sports gambling that
has yet to take effect. At
Leonsis' urging, the new law
allows city stadiums and
arenas to apply for sports-
betting licenses, and Leon-
sis this month bought out a
popular sports bar at Capi-

tal One Arenain downtown

Washington, with plans
to turn that space into a
sportsbook.

"You have a sportsbook in
the arena, maybe we have
20,000 people to watch us
play on the road. I'd like
to bring 20,000 people in
to watch football games
and go to our partner site
and eat and gamble. That
would be a fantastic reen-
gineering of what we can
do with our building," Leon-
sis said. "l want to make the
building the iconic, most
important convener place
for the community. This will

allow usto do it."

Wilpon said the ability to
bet on sports at Citi Field,
home of the Mets, would
help attract younger fans
to the ballpark, along with
events featuring the New
York Excelsior, his esports
franchise in the Overwatch
League.

Although the summit fea-
tured a discussion of prob-
lem gambling, there was
little talk among the head-
liners about the potential
drawbacks of closer ties
among the gambling in-
dustry, teams and leagues.
Gambling proponents see
in-game mobile betting in
particular as a huge un-
tapped business opportu-
nity, and that sort of bet-
ting can be particularly en-
ticing to gambling addicts,
said Keith Whyte, executive
director of the National
Council on Problem Gam-
bling. "You can gamble on
a thousand different events
during a game, and at $5
a bet that's a significant fi-
nancial risk," said Whyte,
who attended the confer-
ence. "You can have a fan
with a gambling problem
spending tens of thousands
or even hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars quote-un-
quote ‘supporting’ their fa-
vorite club."Q]
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Hopman Cup out, ATP Cup In
for overhaul of Australia swing

PERTH, Australia (AP) — The
Hopman Cup international
mixed team event is mak-
ing way for the new ATP
Cup at the start of the 2020
tennis season in Australia.
The International Tennis
Federation on Thursday
confirmed an early end to
the licensing agreement
with Tennis Australia for the
Hopman Cup, which had
been scheduled to contin-
ue in Perth until 2022.

The ITF issued a statement
saying it still supported
a combined men's and
women's event after three
decades of success, and
was searching for a new
venue.

"The ITF is committed to up-
holding the core values of
the Hopman Cup in the fu-
ture and is encouraged by
the interest that has already

been expressed," ITF presi-
dent David Haggerty said.
"We will keep the Hopman
Cup alive and look forward
to successful future editions
of this unique event."
Roger Federer and Belinda
Bencic combined to win
the last two Hopman Cup
tittes for Switzerland. Ser-
ena Wiliams and Steffi Graf
have also been among the
winners of the tournament
which started in 1989.

The international season
usually gets into full swing in
Australia in the weeks lead-
ing into the first major of the
year at Melbourne Park in
January.

But the introduction of the
ATP Cup has meant an
overhaul in Australia for
next year, with Perth joining
Brisbane as a co-host of the
group stage of the men's

team tournament and Syd-
ney hosting the finals.

"The ATP Cup will launch
the global tennis season for
the men — this is their event
... and they've thrown their
support behind it 100 per-
cent,” Tennis Australia chief
executive Craig Tiley said.
"Four of the top 12 male
players, and eight of the
top 24, will play in Perth,
with 24 teams competing
across three cities — Perth,
Brisbane and Sydney."

The ATP Cup has 750 rank-
ings points, $22 million in
prize money. It will feature
two singles and a doubles
match in each head-to-
head between countries,
and will run alongside the
Brisbane International,
which remains a season-
opening event on the
women's tour.]

Putin calls on Russia to play
by doping rules for Olympics

MOSCOW (AP) — Viadimir
Putin wants Russian ath-
letes and officials to play
by anti-doping rules ahead
of next year's Olympics.

In televised comments on
Wednesday, the Russian
president said efforts should
be made "so that we don't
give any pretext to those
who use sport for political
ends, to act against Rus-
sia's interests."

Russia's team was barred
from last years Winter
Olympics for repeated
doping violations, but 168
competitors from the coun-
try were allowed to com-
pete as "Olympic Athletes
from Russia."

Of those, two were later dis-
qualified for doping, more
than any other country.
The International Olympic
Committee lifted its suspen-
sion of Russia immediately
after the Pyeongchang
Games. Putin said there
should be no similar "restric-
tions" on any member of
the Russian team at next
year's Tokyo Olympics.
Putin didn't specify what
potential restrictions he

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends his meeting with Leba-
nese President Michel Aoun in Moscow, Russia, Tuesday, March
26, 2019.

had in mind, though the
Russian track federation re-
mains suspended.

If that sanction isn't lifted by
the IAAF, then only athletes
who have been vetted
and approved by a panel
which examines their histo-
ry of drug testing would be
able to compete in Tokyo.

That's currently keeping
some top Russians like
the former Olympic walk
champion Elena Lash-

Associated Press

manova and Olympic
high jump champion Anna
Chicherova restricted to
national competitions only.
Both have served doping
bans. Putin added that Rus-
sia had finished restructur-
ing its anti-doping systems
after World Anti-Doping
Agency investigations re-
vealed widespread doping
and alleged government
complicity, something Putin
denies.]
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Ashleigh Barty, of Australia, returns a volley to Anett Kontaveit,
of Estonia, during the Miami Open tennis tournament, Thursday,
March 28, 2019, in Miami Gardens, Fla.

Associated Press

Barty endures delays,
ousts Kontaveit to
reach Miami final

By TIM REYNOLDS

AP Sports Writer

MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP)
— Ashleigh Barty walked
away from tennis about
five years ago, saying she
was basically burned out
at17.

She returned three years
ago.

And now at 22, she's better
than ever.

The 12th-seeded Barty has
reached her first Miami
Open final, enduring three
rain delays on Thursday
to oust 21st-seeded Anett
Kontaveit 6-3, 6-3 in the first
women's semifinal.

Next up in the biggest final
of her singles career: Either
second-seeded Simona
Halep or fifth-seeded Kar-
olina Pliskova, who were
scheduled to play late
Thursday night.

"Obviously, I've been doing
the right things throughout
the week to put be able to
put myself in a position to
play for a title," Barty said.
"You have to go out there
and embrace it."

Thatwas also her approach
to a very long — and very
wet — day at Hard Rock
Stadium.

Barty, who will rise to a ca-
reer-best No. 9 in the world
ranking next week, was to
take the court for the semi-
final against Kontaveit at 1
p.m. They didn't begin play
until 2:08, and the delays
were just getting started.

They got three games — six
minutes of tennis — in be-
fore the firstin-match delay
stopped things for more
than two hours. They got
another game in before
more rain arrived, prompt-
ing another two-hour de-
lay.

At 7:32 p.m., finally, it end-
ed. Kontaveit fended off
one match point with a
forehand drop shot, but
was ousted by an ace on
the following point. Barty
was down 3-1 in the sec-
ond, but won the final five
games.

"Very long day," said Barty,
who passed the time in the
locker room by drinking
coffee and watching golf.
"But for me, it's an opportu-
nity to come out and play
another match. We can't
control the weather."On
the men'sside, 20th-seeded
Denis Shapovalov reached
the semifinals after ousting
28th-seeded Frances Tia-
foe 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-2 — the
third time in four matches
at this tournament that
he rallied from a set down
before prevailing. It also
gives Canada two teens in
the men's final four — the
19-year-old Shapovalov
will face either Roger Fe-
derer or Kevin Anderson
in the semifinals, while the
other semifinal has 18-year-
old Felix Auger-Aliassime
against defending Miami
champion John Isner.]
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Facebook charged with housing discrimination by HUD

By MAE ANDERSON and
BARBARA ORTUTAY

AP Technology Writers

NEW YORK (AP) — The fed-
eral government charged
Facebook with high-tech
housing discrimination
Thursday for allegedly mis-
using its vaunted ability to
deliver ads with surgical
precision to certain groups
of people and not others.
The civil charges by the
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Develop-
ment could cost the social
network milions of dol-
lars in penalties. But more
than that, they strike at the
very business model that
has made Facebook so
rich, and raise questions of
whether this could signal
more regulatory pressure
on the industry to come.
HUD said Facebook’'s ad-
targeting system is fostering
discrimination by allowing
landlords and real estate
brokers to exclude certain
people — for example,
minorities, non-Christians,
immigrants or residents of
particular neighborhoods

— from seeing their ads for
houses and apartments.
"Facebook is discriminat-
ing against people based
upon who they are and
where they live," HUD Sec-
retary Ben Carson said. "Us-
ing a computer to limit a
person's housing choices
can be just as discrimina-
tory as slamming a door in
someone's face."

In a statement, Facebook
expressed surprise  over
the charges, saying it has
been working with HUD to
address its concerns and
has taken steps to prevent
discrimination, including
eliminating thousands of
targeting options last year
that could be misused by
advertisers.

Just last week, Facebook
said it would overhaul its
ad-targeting system to
prevent discrimination not
just in housing listings but
in credit and employment
ads as well, as part of a set-
tlement with the American
Civil Liberties Union, the Na-
tional Fair Housing Alliance
and other groups.

"We're disappointed by to-

day's developments, but
we'll continue working with
civil rights experts on these
issues," the company said.
The charges were seen as
more evidence that Face-
book is in crosshairs of law-
makers, regulators and ac-
tivists. It is already wrestling
with several government in-
vestigations in the U.S. and
Europe over its data and
privacy practices.

The technology at the
heart of the clash with HUD
is what has helped turned
Facebook into a giant with
annual revenue of close to
$56 billion. It can offer ad-
vertisers and groups great
ability to direct messages
to exactly the crowd they
want to reach.

HUD said Facebook is al-
lowing advertisers to ex-
clude people based on
their neighborhood by
drawing a red line around
those areas on a map. The
company was also ac-
cused of giving advertis-
ers the option of showing
ads only to men or only to

women.

The agency also charged
that Facebook allowed
advertisers to exclude par-
ents; those who are non-
American-born; non-Chris-
tians; and those interested
in Hispanic culture, "deaf
culture,” accessibility for
the disabled, countries like
Honduras or Somalia, or a
variety of other topics.
Advertisers were also able
to exclude people based
on ZIP code, to avoid show-
ing ads to people in areas
with large minority popula-
tions, HUD said.

The case wil be heard
by an administration law
judge unless HUD or Face-
book decides to move it to
federal court.

"The nature of their business
model is advertising and
targeted advertising, so
that is a slippery slope. That
is their business model,"
said Dan Ives, an industry
analyst with Wedbush Se-
curities. "The government
launched this missile and
caught many in the indus-
try by surprise."

lves said the move may
mean U.S. regulators are
taking broader aim at the
digital advertising market,
not just Facebook.

"This is a clear shot across
the bow for Facebook and
others," he said.

"There is potentially more
regulatory worries than
maybe investors were fear-
ing."

Facebook is already under
fire for allowing fake Rus-
sian accounts to buy ads
targeting U.S. users to sow
political discord during the
2016 presidential election.
The company has also
been criticized for allow-
ing organizations to target
groups of people identified
as "Jew-haters" and Nazi
sympathizers.

HUD brought an initial com-
plaint against Facebook in
August.

Facebook said in its state-
ment that it was "eager to
find a solution" but that HUD
"insisted on access to sensi-
tive information — like user
data — without adequate
safeguards."]
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US stocks waver as investors weigh company earnings

By ALEX VEIGA

Associated Press

Stocks wavered between
small gains and losses on
Wall Street Thursday as an
early rally lost some mo-
mentum.

Technology and industrial
companies and retailers
notched gains, while com-
munications, energy and
utilities stocks headed low-
er.

U.S. stocks are on track to
finish the first quarter with
solid gains, though inves-
tors remain anxious about
the slowing global econo-
my and worrisome signals
coming from the bond
market.

After falling sharply since
Friday, the yield on the
benchmark 10-year Trea-
sury note rose Thursday to
2.39 percent from 2.37 per-
cent late Wednesday. That
remained below the yield
on the three-month Trea-
sury bill, an unusual phe-
nomenon that has preced-
ed recessions in the past.
"The markets are looking
closely at bond yields, and
the fact that bond yields
have eased a little bit is a
reason for the stock mar-

Exchange.

ket to breathe a little easier
today," said Erik Davidson,
chief investment officer at
Wells Fargo Private Bank.

Traders also welcomed
solid quarterly results from
several companies, includ-
ing watch maker Movado
Group, Calvin Klein parent
company PVH, yoga wear
retailer Lululemon Athletica
and consulting company

ol

Accenture. Verizon led the

side in communications
services stocks, shedding
3.6 percent.

Energy companies also
fell as oil prices declined.
President Donald Trump
tweeted that it is "very im-
portant that OPEC increase
the flow of OIl," adding that
world markets are fragile
and the price of oil is get-
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In this March 18, 2019, file photo trader Timothy Nick works on the floor of the New York Stock
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Associated Press

ting "too high." Shares in
Marathon Petroleum fell
2 percent. Investors also
weighed new data show-
ing the U.S. economy grew
at a lower-than-expected
rate in the fourth quarter.

Traders had their eye on
several potential market-
moving developments. The
Chinese and U.S. trade ne-
gotiators were preparing

for the latest round of talks
aimed at ending a taiff
war between the world's
two biggest economies.
And in the United Kingdom,
the countdown to Britain's
departure from the EU
loomed Friday.

In addition, investors were
looking ahead to the next
corporate earnings sea-
son, which kicks into gearin

mid-April.
KEEPING SCORE: The Dow
Jones Industrial Average

rose 17 points, or 0.1 per-
cent, to 25,643 as of 12:53
p.m. Eastern Time. The
S&amp;P 500 gained 0.1
percent and the Nasdaq
added 0.2 percent. The
Russell 2000 index of smaller
company stocks picked up
0.1 percent.

Major indexes in Europe
were mixed.

SLOWING ECONOMY: The
Commerce Department
said U.S. economic growth
slowed sharply in the last
three months of 2018 to
an annual rate of just 2.2
percent, reflecting weak-
ness in consumer spend-
ing, business investment,
government spending and
housing.

US mortgage rates post biggest drop in decade

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Pur-
chasing a home just be-
came a lot cheaper,
thanks mostly to the Fed-
eral Reserve's decision last
week to put its interest rate
hikes on hold for now.
Mortgage buyer Freddie
Mac said Thursday that the
average 30-year fixed rate
mortgage plunged to 4.06
percent this week, down
from 4.28 percent Ilast
week. That's the steepest
weekly drop in a decade.
Last week, Fed chairman
Jerome Powell said the U.S.
economy faces several
headwinds, including slow-
ing global growth, a trade
war with China, and fad-
ing impacts from last year's
tax cuts. Fed policymakers
signaled they were unlikely
to raise rates this year, after
projecting two hikes in De-
cember.

Lower mortgage rates,
slowing home price in-

creases and a pickup in the
number of available homes
appear to be rejuvenating
home sales after a slow-
down last year.

Sales of existing homes
surged 11.8 percent in Jan-
uary, a sign that lower rates
were encouraging more
people to buy homes.
The average 30-year rate
reached 4.95 percent in
November, following a se-
ries of rate hikes by the Fed.
Mortgage costs are more
directly influenced by the
yield on the 10-year Trea-
sury note, which also rose
last year as many investors
shifted money into stocks.
Stock market indexes rose
at a healthy pace until last
fall.

The yield on the 10-year
note has fallen sharply since
last year, when it touched
3.21 percent in November.
On Thursday it fell to 2.39
percentin mid-day trading.
Potential buyers have
rushed to take advantage

of the cheaper borrowing
costs. An index measuring
applications for mortgage
loans jumped 9 percent
last week, the Mortgage
Bankers Association said.

Fewer people signed con-

off a bit after January's big
jump. But economists ex-
pect sales will continue to
improve this year after last
year's slowdown.

Hiring has been steady in
recent months and aver-

In this Thursday, Feb. 21, 2019 photo a recently constructed
home is surrounded by snow in Natick, Mass.

tracts to buy homes in Feb-
ruary compared with the
previous month, suggest-
ing home sales wil cool

Associated Press

age pay growth has ac-
celerated, making a home
purchase more affordable.
"With mortgage demand

to 4.06 pct.

strengthening in the wake
of the decline in mortgage
rates, we look for better
sales in the second quar-
ter," said lan Shepherson,
chief economist at Panthe-
on Macroeconomics.]
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object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the
empty squares so that each row, each column
and each 3x3 box contains the same number
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday.
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Classifieds

Halley Time Travel

Marriott Ocean Club
Platinum Weeks

BR Ocean View $12 K
2 BR Ocean View $17 K
2 BR Ocean Front $28 K

2 BR Garden View $15 K
2 BR Ocean View $16 K
2 BR Ocean Side $17 K
2 BR Ocean Front $27 K
8 BR Ocean View $27 K
House For Sale
atiri central located
8 BR, 2 Bath, $250 K
Barba di Jucuman street $335K
4 BR, 3 bath , swimming pool
anana
8 BR, 2 bath, 1 appartment

any more listings
Ambassador Wing CDM

BR wk 12 2sd floor pool View
$7500
Private Tour To Chocolate City
and Baby Beach, Historic sites,
Red district service to and from

HalleyTimeTravelAruba.
& NaturesAdventuresColombia.
Present: Medellin
Nature's best Mountains,
Rivers,Jungle,
uatape, CityShoppingTour
and muchmore.
p/Eng/Dutch/Papiamento
speaking Guides.
orldFamous HealthService
Orientation.
Roxanne:5664329

Dutch Village

studio wk # 12 & 13

ground floor deluxe

385 weeks remain $10,000 each

Aruba Divi Phoenix
2BRPHWK 11 &12
building 9 7th floor

33 weeks remain $25 K each
1BRWK 11

building 7 3rd floor

34 weeks remain $15 K

La Cabana Beach and Casino
Thursday check in

1 BR and Studio WK # 11,12,13
2sd floor garden view

1 BR $8000, studio $7000

Divi Links Golf

1 BR WK #11

3rd floor B 3 $9000

26 weeks remain
Studio wk # 11

ground floor B 4 $7500
30 weeks remain

Divi Village

Building C elevator

2BR wk 13 $14 K

3rd floor with 29/8 accelerated
weeks remain

1BRWK#14 $75K

1st floor with 16 weeks remain

La Cabana Beach and Casino
Sunday Check in

1 BRwk 11 & 12 $18 K both
4th floor pool/ocean view
Friday check in

1BRWK#12

4 th floor $ 9000
Garden/ocean view

CpPV

Building A

1 BRwk 13 and 14

$6000 each

La Cabana Beach & Casino
2X1 BRWK # 12

3 rd floor Pool/Ocean View
Sunday check in : $9000 each

Call: 630 1307 johnnypaesch@gmail.com

[TeDAY ___[BSNPIA

Downtown

Psychic Jane McDonald
Reunites loved ones removes
negativity calls enemies names
reveals lovers faithfulness.
Solves all problems.
Guaranteed Results call USA
0018178343890

210931

For Sale:

Divi Links Golf

1 BR WK 6 20 wk remaining
$9000. or BO

Email:
dorseysports@gmail.com

210932

ity ph

Marriott Aruba Surf Club
GOLD Season

2B Oceanfront $14k

2B Oceanside $8500

GV $6k OV $7k
3BEDRM $12500

PLATINUM Season
2B Oceanfront $27k
Oceanside $16k

Oceanview $15k
3BEDROM $26k

*WK. 51 OV $39k
*WK 52 OV $46k
* Weeks 7 and 14-all views

Marriott Aruba Ocean Club

GOLD Season

2B Oceanfront $14k

2B OV $8000

1 Bed $4000

1 Bed Oceanfront $8500

PLATINUM Season
2 Bed OV $16000
2B Oceanfront $24k
1B OV $10k

** Destination points $9 per
point

LLa Cabana Beach Resort
Weeks 30-33 Unit 322BC and
Unit 412BC Plus more.

We Need Sellers!!!
Costa Linda & Playa Linda
& All Divi Weeks

We are the #1
Rental Timeshare
agent for Arubal!

We also RENT Aruba weeks for
owners, Contact us to BUY,
SELL or RENT any timeshare

property.

Contact:
julie@conciergerealty.com

888-888-2204 Ext 1M

Website:
www.conciergerealty.com

For Sale By Owner:

Casa del Mar

2 Bedroom/2 Bath
7/1308($18,000);
7&8/1408($18,000/WKk.);
8/1113 ($17,000);
8/1409($17,000);
9/1218($15,000);
10/1207($15,000);
11&12/1419($13,000/WKk.);
13/1509($13,000);
14/1308($13,000);and,
15/1217($10,000).

(Earlier weeks available)
CDMOwner@gmail.com
U.S. (860) 992-3890

210950

HEALTH
Hospital

527 4000
Imsan- San Nicolas
524 8833

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm

San Nicolas
IMSAN 24 Hours

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253
San Nicolas:

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219

TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1l Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
Aruba Airport 524 2424

American Airlines 582 2700

Avianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896
CRUISES

March 28
Freedom

March 30

Crown Princess
Azamara Journey

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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U.S. begins organ transplants from I|V|ng donors who have HIV
I

By LAURAN NEERGAARD

AP Medical Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sur-
geons in Baltimore have
performed what's thought
to be the world's first kidney
transplant from a living do-
nor with HIV, a milestone for
people with the AIDS virus
— and one that could free
up space on the transplant
waiting list for everyone.
Nina Martinez of Atlanta
traveled to Johns Hop-
kins University to donate a
kidney to an HIV-positive
stranger, saying she "want-
ed to make a difference in
somebody else's life" and
counter the stigma that too
often still surrounds HIV in-
fection.

Many people think "some-
body with HIV is supposed
to look sick,” Martinez, 35,
told The Associated Press
before the operation. "It's
a powerful statement to
show somebody like myself
who's healthy enough to
be a living organ donor."
At a news conference
Thursday, Martinez said she
was "feeling good" and
hopes she's opened doors
for other would-be donors.
"To be able to leave this
kind of medical legacy for
me was quite important,”
she said.

The recipient of Martinez's

In this image made from video provided by Johns Hopkins Medicine, Nina Martinez of Atlanta is
wheeled into a Baltimore operating room to become who is thought to be the world’s first kidney
transplant living donor with HIV, on Monday, March 25, 2019.

kidney, who chose to re-
main anonymous, also is re-
covering well, Hopkins said.
"Here's a disease that in the
past was a death sentence
and now has been so well
controlled that it offers
people with that disease
an opportunity to save
somebody else," said Dr.
Dorry Segev, a Hopkins sur-
geon who pushed for the
HIV Organ Policy Equity, or
HOPE, Act that lifted a 25-

year U.S. ban on transplants
between people with HIV.

There's no count of how
many HIV-positive patients
are among the 113,000
people on the nation's
waiting list for an organ
transplant. HIV-positive pa-
tients can receive trans-
plants from HIV-negative
donorsjust like anyone else.
Only in the last few years,
spurred by some pioneer-
ing operations in South Af-

Associated Press

rica, have doctors begun
transplanting organs from
deceased donors with HIV
into patients who also have
the virus, organs that once
would have been thrown
away.

Since 2016, 116 such kidney
and liver transplants have
been performed in the U.S.
as part of a research study,
according to the United
Network for Organ Shar-
ing, or UNOS, which over-

sees the transplant system.
One question is whether
receiving an organ from
someone with a different
strain of HIV than their own
poses any risks, but so far
there have been no safety
problems, said UNOS chief
medical officer Dr. David
Klassen.

Hopkins' Segev said Mon-
day’'s kidney transplant was
a world first. Doctors had
hesitated to allow people
still living with HIV to do-
nate because of concern
that their remaining kidney
would be at risk of damage
from the virus or older med-
ications used to treat it.

But newer anti-HIV medica-
tions are safer and more
effective, Segev said. His
team recently studied the
kidney health of 40,000
HIV-positive people and
concluded that those with
well-controlled HIV and no
other kidney-harming ail-
ments like high blood pres-
sure should face the same
risks from living donation as
someone without HIV.
"There are potentially tens
of thousands of people
living with HIV right now
who could be living kidney
donors," said Segev, who
has advised some other
hospitals considering the
approach.(

A shadow of Milica Kesler, curator and archivist is cast onto a
poster of Nikola Tesla at the Nikola Tesla museum in Belgrade,

Serbia, Thursday, March 7, 2019.

Associated Press
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2 letters by inventor Nikola
Tesla surface In Serbia

By JOVANA GEC
Associated Press
BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) —
A culture society in Serbia
made public this month
two letters that they say
were written by late 19th-
and early 20th-century in-
ventor and electricity pio-
neer Nikola Tesla.

The Adligat group told The
Associated Press they re-
cently obtained the letters
from a collector and veri-
fied their authenticity with
multiple sources. Dated
Dec. 28, 1934 and Jan. 12,
1935, the letters were sent
to the Yugoslav consul in
the United States at the
time, Radoje Jankovic.
"This is the first time that
public has full and free ac-

cess to this documenta-
tion," said Viktor Lazic, from
Adligat. He explained that
the letters had been known
to exist but could not be
traced for around 20 years.
Written in Cyrillic alphabet,
the letters refer to Tesla's re-
lations with another promi-
nent scientist of Serb origin,
Mihajlo Pupin, Lazic said.

Tesla is best known for
developing the alternat-
ing current that helped
safely distribute electricity
at great distances, includ-
ing from the hydro-electric
plant at Niagara Falls in
the mid-1890s. He experi-
mented with X-ray and ra-
dio technology, working in
rivalry with Thomas Edison.
Car manufacturer Tesla is

named after him.

An ethnic Serb born in
1856 in the Austrian Empire
in present-day Croatia,
Tesla spent most of his life
abroad, working in Buda-
pest and Paris before emi-
grating to the U.S. in 1884.
In Belgrade, the Tesla Mu-
seum honors the scientist's
legacy, including a vast ar-
ray of personal items, tens
of thousands of documents
and awards.

Curator Milica Kesler said
the museum's archives in-
clude the drafts of the re-
cently-publicized letters.
"The only difference is that
they (drafts) were written in
pencil" and contain Tesla's
remarks and notes, Kesler
said.(]
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To glam or not to glam soon after giving birth

By LEANNE ITALIE
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — As Dani-
elle Bayard Jackson was
putting together her birth-
ing team, she made sure
to include a doula, all the
details she wanted taken
care of during delivery and
how bright the lights should
be for ambiance.

She passed on the makeup
artist.

" even looked up vari-
ous prices, but something
about that felt frivolous,"
said Jackson, who lives in
Tampa, Florida. "l decided
| didn't want to worry about
that after such a monu-
mental moment."

Therein lies the debate cen-
tered on pregnant women
in today's social media-
saturated world: to glam
or not to glam soon after
a whole human being exits
your body, or do as Seattle-
area mom Robin Rucinsky
did by the time baby No. 4
rolled around:

"| didn't pack a single cos-
metic. | brought a tooth-
brush and chapstick.”

With the Kate Middleton
postpartum hair blowout
(three times!) fresh in our
minds and another royal
birth upcoming, the de-
bate over perfection dur-
ing labor and just hours af-
ter giving birth looms large
for some women.

"Il tell you who it's not fun
to be pregnant at the ex-
act same time as. Meghan
Markle," Amy Schumer, suf-
fering from chronic nausea
throughout her pregnancy,
cracked during her new
Netflix comedy special.
"She's out there in, like,
6-inch heels, adorable out-

fits."
While we won't know
whether Meghan, the

Duchess of Sussex, will fol-
low in the footsteps of Kate,
the Duchess of Cambridge,
when it comes to postpar-
tum perfection, we have
an inkling Meghan will at
least slap on some makeup
as she introduces the lat-
est royal to the world next
month.

And when she does, anti-
glammers will take notice.
“| think that a mother who
has just given birth is beau-
tiful — with disheveled hair,
with smeared or no make-

This March 8, 2019 file photo shows Britain's Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, leaving King's College
after joining a panel discussion to mark International Women's Day in London.

up, with top wide open for
skin-to-skin contact and
breastfeeding," said Kirsten
Brunner, a perinatal coun-
selor in Austin, Texas. "l love
the trend in birth photog-
raphy of capturing the re-
ality of childbirth and the
postpartum experience. |
encourage my clients to
let go of all pressure to get
back to normal as soon as
possible."

But, no judgments of those
who choose to spruce up.
With some hospitals provid-
ing in-house spa services
and plenty of women hiring
specialists for hair, makeup

and nails, the argument
over what makes a post-
partum mom feel best cuts
both ways.

For Julien Farel's wife, it
meant pulling her look to-
gether to greet visitors —
including her OIld World
British grandmother — after
the arrivals of their two chil-
dren.

Farel owns the Julien Farel
Restore Salon and Spa in-
side the Loews Regency
Hotel on New York's swanky
Park Avenue. He's been
providing and arranging
for in-hospital services for
women giving birth since

Associated Press

2001, with prices now rang-
ing from $320 for a blow
out, makeup or manicure
to $2,000 an hour for all
three at the highest level of
design and expertise.

"Mostly they're looking for
those three things, make-
up, nails and blow dry," he
said. "These people care so
much about their appear-
ance. You have other peo-
ple with much more money
who don't care. It's about
how you've been raised to
look when you have peo-

ple over."
Farel has between 10 and
15 in-hospital pregnancy

clients a month among his
usual customers.

Donna Yip, 38, a Manhat-
tan attorney, used one
of Farel's stylists, Jackson
Simmonds, in the delivery
room for the births of both
her children, the first in 2013
and the second in 2015. He
massaged her head, blew
out and styled her hair and
did her makeup.

"He stepped out during the
pushing part," Yip laughed.
| think for everyone, they
have what makes them
feel good and if it makes
you feel good and brings a
little bit of normalcy into an
exciting but also a hectic
and anxious period of your
life, you should go for it."
Brenda Kosciuk, outside
Scranton, Pennsylvania,
took matters into her own
hands for the birth of her
second child, now 3.
"Everyone wants that per-
fect social media photo
that does NOT at all show
the reality of what we just
endured," she said. "We
see it everywhere. On so-
cial media and on maga-
zine covers. With my sec-
ond child, before leaving
for the hospital, | applied
my makeup carefully be-
cause with my first child |
didn't have that perfect
‘after’ photo and | wanted
it. The reality is that after 60
minutes of pushing, | was
sweaty, red-faced and my
mascara had melted down
my face. ]

Motown Museum to display clothing

worn by singer Marvin Gaye

DETROIT (AP) — Cloth-
ing worn by singer Marvin
Gaye will go on display at
the Motown Museum in
Detroit as part of the music
label's 60th anniversary cel-
ebration.

The museum said Thursday
that the items include a
knit cap and military-style
jacket and pants. Pictures
of them will be posted on
Facebook Friday and dis-
played at the museum be-
ginning Saturday through
the end of April.

Earlier this year, the mu-

seum said it would display
several items , including
documents that show label
founder Berry Gordy Jr.'s re-
payment of the $800 fam-
ily loan that helped launch
the company with a re-
cording in 1959.

The Motown Museum is
located where Gordy
launched his music em-
pire. The Supremes, Ste-
vie Wonder, the Miracles
and other performers re-
corded hits there before
Motown moved in 1972 to
California.(

In this Jan. 17, 1983, file photo, singer-songwriter Marvin Gaye,
winner of Favorite Soul/R&B Single, "Sexual Healing," attends the
American Music Awards in Los Angeles.

Associated Press
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A symphony of debauchery in 'The Beach Bum'

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

Matthew McConaughey
is at his dirt bag finest as a
good-time Charlie stoner-
poet named Moondog
in Harmony Korine's "The
Beach Bum," a bizarre and
transfixing carnival of vul-
garity and vice.

In some ways it's the part he
was born to play. Whether
or not that's a good thing
for him, or unsuspecting
audiences, is unclear, but

McConaughey gives and
bares (nearly) all for this
film. And it mostly works.
Korine, with the help of his
innately charismatic star
and talented cinematog-
rapher Benoit Debie, nearly
pulls off an incredible trick
having made a flagrant
and aggressively R-rated
celebration of South Flori-
da hedonism and deprav-
ity that's also kind of funny
and even, sometimes, odd-
ly sweet and charming.

This image released by Neon shows Matthew McConaughey, left, and Snoop Dogg in a scene
from "The Beach Bum."

It's hard not to stress just
how strange a movie "The
Beach Bum" is, although
anyone familiar with Ko-
rine's other films, "Spring
Breakers" probably being
the most mainstream of the
batch, won't be all that sur-
prised. He has set this odys-
sey in and around Miami
and the Florida Keys, which
have never looked more
neon, rotted or depraved.

Moondog is introduced
in resplendent glory in the
Keys, where the cannabis
and women are as plentiful
as ocean water and there
for the taking, and the
bras and tops scarce. He
is tanned to a crisp; with a
mop of fried, shaggy blond
locks framing his nearly un-
recognizable face. At times
you even forget there's a
handsome actor under-
neath the tacky wrap-
around sunglasses.

He is a giggling burnout su-
preme with an ever-pres-
ent PBR tallboy, who you
suspect might be home-
less, or at least veering to-

ward that state. Suffice it to
say, it comes as a bit of a
surprise to learn that he has
a wife, Minnie (Isla Fisher), a
grown daughter, Heather
(Stefania LaVie Owen) and
a waterfront mansion back
in Miami. "l forgot how rich
we are,” Moondog opines
to Minnie, who is the walk-
ing embodiment of trashy
affluence. She too is hav-
ing an affair with a wealthy
weed dealer named Linge-
rie (Shoop DogQ).

But for some reason she
loves her loser husband.
"He's from another dimen-
sion,” Minnie coos, as an
apparent way of explain-
ing away all of his uncon-
ventional ways. He's a ge-
nius, we're told, and a cel-
ebrated poet whose agent
(played by a very over-the-
top Jonah Hill) is itching for
a follow-up. When things
go awry and he loses ev-
erything, it's his typewriter
that he brings along with
him in a silky white sack
that he slings casually over
his shoulder.

Associated Press

The success of the whole
endeavor might come
down to exactly how on
board you are with Moon-
dog's pursuit of fun, which
starts to seriously curdle
during an overextended
segment with Zac Efron,
who plays a deviant who
Moondog goes on an es-
cape-from-rehab bender
with. The destruction and
havoc he incites starts to
feel less like comedy and
more like a horror movie.
By the time you get to meet
Martin Lawrence's Captain
Wack, Moondog and the
film have truly checked out
of planet Earth and settled
entirely on this other dimen-
sion.

There is a lot of fun to be
had living in Moondog's
world for 95 minutes, and
the film goes down suspi-
ciously easy for something
so ugly and amoral. But it's
also no wonder why once
you're out of the intoxicat-
ing haze of Korine's milieu
that a bad taste starts to
form.Q

'Fake' Botticelli work turns out to
be from artist's studio

Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — Art ex-
perts in Britain have discov-
ered that a painting long
thought to be a fake San-
dro Botticelli in fact came
from the master's own Flor-
ence workshop.

After stripping back a cen-
tury of yellowing varnish
and surface dirt, conser-
vators confirmed Thursday
that "Madonna Of The
Pomegranate" — a smaller
version of the famous 1487

painting in Florence's Uffizi
Gallery — was "stylistically
too similar to be an imita-
tion."

The painting had been as-
sumed to be a later copy
because it's different to the
original in detail, and the
thick yellow varnish had
concealed the quality of
the vivid reds, blues and
golds.

But Rachel Turnbull, a senior
conservator at the char-
ity English Heritage, which

cares for hundreds of histor-
ic sites, said that X-ray and
infrared tests showed an
under-drawing and chang-
es to the composition that's
uncommon in imitations.

"It was of the right period,
it was technically correct
and it was painted on pop-
lar, a material commonly
used at the time," she said.
It will go on display in Rang-
er's House, a Georgian villa
in southeastern London,
from April 1.1
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With '‘Black Panther' and now 'Us,' Winston Duke is on a roll

By LINDSEY BAHR
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Win-
ston Duke went from rela-
tive obscurity to being
a household name with
his first flm and he wasn't
even the lead, or second
or third performer listed for
that matter. That the first
film in question was "Black
Panther" didn't hurt, but
that Duke still managed to
stand out as rival Wakan-
dan leader M'Baku amid
such star power and spec-
tacle is all the more impres-
sive.

But how do you follow that
kind of breakout? For Duke,
it meant looking for some-
thing completely different.
The Tobago-born, U.S.-
raised Yale master of fine
arts grad had been toiling
in television for years to get
this sort of chance, and he
was not going to allow any-
one to pigeonhole him.

"It was absolutely nothing
but potential at that point,"
Duke, 32, said of his raised
profile following "Black Pan-
ther." "I was really itching
for another job. | wanted
something that would test
me but not be the same
as how | was represented
in 'Black Panther.' ... know
the propensity for saying,
'Oh he's this kind of action
guy. He's this one thing."
That's when he read the

This March 12, 2019 photo shows Winston Duke, a cast member in the film "Us," posing at the The
London West Hollywood in West Hollywood, Calif.

script for "Us,” Jordan
Peele's follow-up to "Get
Out," about a family who
encounters murderous
doppelgangers, and he
knew it was the perfect fit.
"I said, 'Oh my goodness,
this is everything,” Duke
said.

It wasn't just that he'd be
getting to show a different
side of himself as an actor.
He'd actually be playing
two roles, the all-American
every-dad Gabe Wilson

and his doppelganger
Abraham. Plus, he'd be
getting to work with Peele,
who was hot off of "Get
Out."

"Winston was on this perfect
level," Peele said. "He was
by no means an unknown
actor, but the range that
he has was untapped, at
least in how we knew him.
That presented this oppor-
tunity to continue to break
his talent on the world in a
perfect way."
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The challenge of playing
two roles got Duke's mind
spinning about big themes
of privilege, duallity, the pa-
triarchy and America.
"Gabe is the perfect prod-
uct of the American dream.
He probably believes that
if you work hard enough
you can get anything. You
can pull yourself up by your
bootstraps and work hard.
He's that guy," Duke said.
"Abraham is the American
nightmare."

Duke is a formidable pres-
ence on screen and off,
clocking in at around 6'5".
That physicality helped
inform both the brute in-
timidation of playing some-
one like Abraham and the
comedic side of Gabe,
although Peele said some-
times that came uninten-
tionally.

"There are some laughs
where he's being himself
and | don't think he realized
how funny it was,"” Peele
said. "Best example is when
he gets into this little bed
in one scene and it lasts
about 30 seconds of him
just getting ready, he thinks
he's going to get some.
And the first time he did it
| was just cracking up. The
bed was creaking and he's
way too big for it. | don't
think he was trying to be
funny, but I'm like, 'Dude,
this is the best, do it even
longer. Do it more.™

Gabe Wilson has a certain
"sitcom dad" energy to him
that Duke said was inspired
by characters like Carl Win-
slow of "Family Matters" and
Homer Simpson. He also
suspects Peele wrote a bit
of himself into the charac-
ter. But the director and his
star have differing opinions
on that.

"He claims that a lot was
based on me," Peele said.
"But | can tell you a lot of it

Lion Babe

By RAGAN CLARK

Lion Babe, "Cosmic Wind"
(Interscope Records)
There's no doubt that Lion
Babe has created a col-
lection of beat-driven,
catchy songs in the duo's
sophomore album "Cosmic
Wind."

The album doesn't push
too many boundaries with
the collection of R&amp;B
tunes, rooted in pop and
electronic influences, but
there is a certain groove to
the record that's hard not
to like.

Jillian Hervey's strong, soul-
ful vocals shine through,
accompanied by the pro-
duction influence of Lucas
Goodman, who plays with
genre intersection without
falling too deep into the

creates easy-listening

experimental world of al-
ternative R&amp;B.

The first-released single,
"Western World," fits the al-
bum's penchant for songs
suited for the dance floor,
making a play on Pet Shop
Boys' "West End Girls." Her-
vey's sultry vocals coo
through a tambourine-ac-
cented beat as she sings
of culture's incessant desire
to never slow down: "In a
Western town, a Western
world/ So hard to find some
peace." Wu-Tang Clan's
Raekwon brings the song to
a close with a guest verse,
before Hervey rejoins with
the chorus.

"Anyway You Want To" is
simple lyrically, with a fat,
fuzzy guitar creating a slow
jam. "Reminisce" shows off

Hervey's hip-hop chops,
while "Hit the Ceiling" shows
off her range. With a voice
commonly compared to
Erykah Badu, Hervey's vo-
cals are captivating. She
and Goodman prove in
their album of three-minute
grooves that they know
how to create a catchy
track.

While "Cosmic Wind" makes
good dance floor music,
it's slightly marred by the
record's inability to create
knock-out singles. Having
few standout moments on
the album, songs struggle
to distinguish themselves
from one another, at times
running together. Still, Lion
Babe created a feel-good
record that is certain to
make the listener move.(

album 'Cosmic Wind'

This cover image released by Interscope Records shows "Cos-
mic Wind" by Lion Babe.
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Israeli researchers say Sodom salt cave is world's longest

By ILAN BEN ZION
Associated Press

MOUNT SODOM, ISRAEL
(AP) — Israeli researchers
said Thursday they have
surveyed what they now
believe to be the world's
longest salt cave, a net-
work of twisting passage-
ways at the southern tip of
the Dead Sea.

A recently completed sur-
vey of the Malham Cave
determined the labyrin-
thine cavern stretches
more than 10 kilometers (6
miles) in length. That puts
it well ahead of Iran's Na-
makdan Cave, previously
thought to be the longest
salt cave.

The survey was conducted
by the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and a collection
of Israeli, Bulgarian and in-
ternational volunteers.
Boaz Langford, a research-
er at the university's Caves
Research Center, and An-
toniya Vlaykova, a Bulgar-
ian cave explorer from the

European Speleological
Federation, headed the
expedition.

"What's unique about this
cave, as opposed to other
salt caves in the world, is
that it's the longest in the
world," Langford said, rest-
ing in a chamber of the
cave dubbed the "Wed-
ding Hall" for its salt stalac-
tites.

Langford and Vlaykova
said they plan to pub-
lish the complete map of
the cave in a professional
publication in the coming
months.

There is no official record for
the longest salt cave, and
such designations are gen-

in Israel.

erally decided by consen-
sus among cave research-
ers after an underground
chamber is mapped and
published.

Namakdan, which is about
6 kilometers (4 miles) in
length, was identified as
the longest salt cave after
a study by Czech and Ira-
nian scientists in 2006.

Salt caves are unusual and
rare geological features.
Because salt is highly water
soluble, large salt depos-
its do not normally survive
long on the surface. Only
a handful of salt caves
are larger than a kilometer
(half a mile) in length. Salt
caves tend to only exist in
highly arid regions, like the
area around the Dead Sea,
which is located at the low-
est point on earth and is too
salty to support animal life.

In this Wednesday, March 27, 2019 photo, Yoav Negev, and
Boaz Langford, researchers at the Israel Cave Research Center
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, use their torch light to
examine salt stalactites hanging from the ceiling in the Malham
Cave at the Dead Sea in Israel.
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The Dead Sea and Mount
Sodom were formed by
tectonic activity, the shift-
ing of the Earth's plates at
the northern end of the
6,000-kilometer (4,000-
mile) Afro-Arabian Rift Val-
ley. Over millions of years,
successive flooding of the
deep depression lay down
thick layers of salt.

"The salt layers are
squeezed out from the sub-
surface, where they are
deposited a few kilometers
underground, and while
being squeezed out they
form a mountain, which is
rising still today, at a rate of
about one centimeter per
year," said Amos Frumkin, a
Hebrew University geologist
who has studied the cave
for decades.

The Malham Cave's main
outlet yawns not far from a
salt pillar named "Lot's wife,"
after the biblical character
who was petfrified for look-
ing back at the destruction
of the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah. On the moun-
tainside above, Langford,
Vlaykova and their col-
leagues have identified at
least 19 openings where
seasonal floods have per-
colated through Mount So-
dom's rock salt to form the
cave.

Yoav Negev, founder of the
Israeli Cave Explorers Club,
said that over two years, his
group and a total of 80 vol-
unteers from nine countries
spent around 1,500 work-
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days measuring and map-
ping the cavern's recesses.
"It's above and beyond
what we expected," he
said.

Efraim Cohen, one of the
Hebrew University cave
explorers, described the
process of locating the
cave's entrances from the
surface, rappeling down
into surface shafts, squeez-
ing through tight passages,
and measuring each of
the cavern's serpentine
branches with lasers.
Despite the difficult envi-
ronment, he said the cave's
splendor makes it worth it.
"All the stalagmites and sta-
lactites, their beauty, their
color — they're really white,
they're shining, they're

amazing,” Cohen said.
Radiocarbon

dating of

In this Wednesday, March 27, 2019 photo, Yoav Negev, and

wood fragments found
inside the cave have
helped date its formation
to around 7,000 years ago,
making it extremely young
by speleological standards.
"The reason why it's so
young is because it's made
of salt,” Frumkin explained.
"Limestone caves are much
slower to form. They are
usually much older. But this
one is developing very fast
so it's one of the youngest
caves in the world."
Frumkin said that studying
the cave's formation has
provided researchers with
information about the cli-
mate of the region over
the past 7,000 years, and
how that has affected the
emergence of civilization.
Jericho, one of world's first
cities and an epicenter for
the development of agri-
culture, is around 80 kilo-
meters (50 miles) north of
the Malham Cave.
"Because the salt is so sol-
uble, that means that ev-
ery change in the climate
leaves its mark in the cave,"
Frumkin said. "If there is
more water, more rainfall,
the cave is enlarged, and
Dead Sea level changes,
and this makes a huge dif-
ference in the morphology
of the cave."

Although the scientists
have completed their
study, there is still more of
the cave that is undiscov-
ered, he said.

"There are some more
parts, especially upper lev-
els, which have not been
surveyed yet because they
are difficult to reach," Frum-
kin said.(d

Boaz Langford, researchers at the Israel Cave Research Center
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, examine salt stalactites
hanging from the ceiling in the Malham Cave at the Dead Sea

in Israel.
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